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Grammar Notes - Lesson 17
(Lessons 17 & 18 explain all the grammar that was introduced in Lessons 1 — 16.)

Noun Endings

Grammar Analysis

masa - table
masaya - to the table, onto the table, into the table, at the table
masada - at the table, on the table, in the table
masadan - from the table, through the table
~
%\ Zé/’

masaya masada masadan

In order to show the relationship of a noun or pronoun to other words in the sentence, a suffix is
added. (Turkish has no prefixes.)

I. Dative Case:
To indicate the idea of to, onto, into (nearly always implying motion toward) we add the suffix:
Nouns ending in a consonant Nouns ending in a vowel
-e -ye
-a -ya

This is called the dative case. This suffix is added only to the indirect object of the verb.

Whether we use e or a is determined by the last vowel of the word (this agreement between vowels
is called vowel harmony).

Examples:
ev eve adam adama
tebesir tebesire kadin kadina
g0z g0ze kol kola
sut sute tuz tuza

When the word ends in a vowel, a y is placed before the suffix.

Examples:
pencere pencereye masa masaya
kedi kediye kap1 kapiya
parasiit¢ii parasiit¢lye pipo pipoya

kutu kutuya
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1. Locative Case:

To indicate the idea of in, at, or on (location in the widest sense) we add:
de or te
da or ta

This is called the locative case. This suffix is also added only to the indirect object of the verb.

The vowel harmony is identical to the dative. But as the suffix begins with a consonant, there is no
need to insert a y after words ending in a vowel. However, there is consonant harmony. Words
ending in a vowel or voiced consonant (b, ¢, d, g, g,j,1, m, n, r, v, y, z) take de or da and words
ending in an unvoiced consonant (¢, f, h, k, p, s, s, t) take te or ta.

ev evde adam adamda
tebesir tebesirde kadin kadinda
g6z g6zde kol kolda
pencere pencerede tuz tuzda
kedi kedide masa masada
parsiitcii parasiit¢iide kap1 kapida
pipo pipoda kutu kutuda
ceket cekette cavus cavusta
uc ucte smif smifta
dort dortte pilot pilotta
cephanelik  cephanelikte mektup mektupta

I11. Ablative Case
To indicate the idea of from, through (nearly always motion through and away from) we
add the suffix:
den or ten
dan or tan
This is called the ablative case. Again this suffix is added only to the indirect object of the verb.

The vowel harmony and the consonant harmony is the same as the locative.

ev evden adam adamdan
tebesir tebesirden kadin kadindan
g6z gbzden kol koldan
pencere pencereden tuz tuzdan
kedi kediden masa masadan
parasiitcii parasiitciiden kap1 kapidan
pipo pipodan kutu kutudan
ceket ceketten cavus cavustan
uc ucten sinif simiftan
dort dortten pilot pilottan
cephanelik cephanelikten mektup mektuptan
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V. -Ki

The suffix -ki added to the locative case of a noun odada, pronoun bende or an adverb or place
orada means that which is.

The resulting word odadaki, bendeki, oradaki may be used as a pronoun or adjective.
When used as an adjective it always qualifies a noun.

As an adjective
Masadaki kalem (the pencil on the table)
Odadaki talebeler (the students in the room)
Oradaki iskemle (the chair over there)

As a pronoun
When used as a pronoun it is used by itself.
It means the one which is.
Masadaki kalem benim; kutudaki kimin?
(The pencil on the table is mine; whose is the one in the box?)

Note: -ki does not change, according to the vowel harmony. The vowel i does not change
according to vowel harmony. Exception: It is sometimes added directly to dun, giin, or
compounds with gun, it becomes K.

dinku (yesterday’s)
0 gunkd (that day’s)
buglnk (today’s)
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 18
Other Noun Endings

1. Definite Article:
There is no word in Turkish that corresponds to the English the. Only the context tells us
whether to use it or not in translating into English.
Et cok pahali. Meat is very expensive.
Et dolapta. The meat is in the cupboard.

2. Subject:
A word that is the subject is in the simple form. It has no case suffix.

3. Indefinite Object:
When a word is the direct object of a verb and is indefinite it remains in the simple form.
Kahve iciyoruz. We are drinking coffee.
Bir cocuk goriyorum. | see a child.

4. Definite Object: (Accusative case)

When the direct object of a verb is definite (when it refers to a definite person, thing, or
place), it takes the definite objective suffix i (1, u, i), and when the word ends in a vowel then the
letter y is inserted between the word and the suffix; yi, (y1, yu, yii), the word is then in the
accusative case.

Adami gériyorum. | see the man.

Kalemi aliyorum. | am taking the pencil.
Cocuklar goriyoruz. We see the children.

O kitabr istiyorum. | want that book.

Bu cayr icmeyiniz. Don’t drink this tea.
Masayi aliyor. He is taking the table.
Ogrenciyi ¢agirryorum, I am calling the student.
Sutclyd biliyorum. I know the milkman.

5. Verb “to be” Present Tense
The verb to be in the present tense is a suffix and not an independent word.

after after after after

eorl aori oord ooru
I'am -(y)im -(y)im -(y)im -(y)um
Thou art -sin -sin -slin -sun
He is -dir (tir) -dir(tir) -dar(tdr) -dur(tur)
We are -(y)iz -(y)1z -(y)uz -(y)uz
You are -siniz -s1niz -slinliz -sunuz
They are -dir(ler) -dir(lar) -dar(ler) -dur(lar)

-tir(ler) -tir(lar) -tur(ler) -tur(lar)

Note: The verb “to be” is never stressed in any of its forms.

See lesson 27 for the singular form thou art.
See lesson 28 for the use or omission of dir in the third person.
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(y): Because (I am) -im and (we are) -iz begin with a vowel, a (y) is placed before them if they

follow a word that ends in a vowel.
asker - askerim
Ogretmen - Ogretmeniz
but  dgrenci - ogrenciyim
hasta - hastayim
iyi - iylyim
orada - oradayim
evde - evdeyiz
arkadasi - arkadasiyiz
6. Plural: (verb “to be”)
A. In spoken language it is quite common to drop the ler in the verb if the subject is in

the plural.

Cocuklar evde

The children are at home

B. Inanimate plural subjects take a singular verb

Bu daglar ¢ok yiiksek.

- The mountains are very high.

7. The Plural Suffix is ler or lar, added directly to the noun before any other suffix. It is always

the first suffix.

kalem
kalemler

cocuk
cocuklar

adam
adamlar

koyun
koyunlar

- pencil
- pencils

- child
- cocuklar

- man
- men

- sheep
- sheep

8. Negative of “to be”
The negative of to be is expressed by the word degil (not) with the proper ending.

degilim
degilsin
degil (dir)
degiliz
degilsiniz
degil (dirler)

yaprak - leaf
yapraklar - leaves
kutu - box
kutular - boxes
okiz - 0X
okuzler - oxen

I am not.
Thou art not.
He is not.
We are not.
You are not
They are not.
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9. Interrogative (verb “to be”)
This is formed by mi, m1, mi, mu, the interrogative particle, followed by the verb to be
endings.

Asker miyim? - Am | a soldier?
Asker misin? - Are you a soldier?
Asker mi (dir)? - Is he a soldier?
Asker miyiz? - Are we soldiers?
Asker misiniz? - Are you soldiers?

Asker mi (dirler)?

Are they soldiers?

10. Mi (interrogative particle)
Mi  This is the interrogative particle and makes a question out of a statement. It is
always written separately.
ben - I
ben mi - 1?
It accurately records what in English would be indicated by stress but which could never be
a grammatical form.

Kitab1 size veriyorum. Kitabi size mi veriyorum?
| am giving you the book Am | giving you the book?
Kitab1 mu size veriyorum? Kitabi size veriyor muyum?
Am | giving you the book? Am | giving you the book?

And if you want to emphasize I, “Am | giving you the book?”” - we use the pronoun ben which
otherwise would be unnecessary and say:

Kitab1 size ben mi veriyorum?

Mi immediately follows the word we wish to emphasize.

11. ci (occupation or profession)
The suffix ci (c1, cu, cii) or ¢i (¢1, ¢u, ¢ili) after vowels and voiced consonants, denotes
regular occupation or profession.

kap1 - door

kapict - doorman

sut - milk

sutcu - milkman

tatun - tobacco

tatinci - tobacconist

ne? - what?

neci? - of what profession?

12. li (forms adjectives)
When the suffix li (In, lu, lii) is added to a noun it forms an adjective meaning:

A. Possessing whatever the noun represents.
kuvvet - strength
kuvvetli - strong
tuz - salt

tuzlu - salty
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kiymet - value

kiymetli - valuable

dort oda - four rooms

dort odah - having four rooms (speaking of a house)

B. When added to a word that is the name of an article of clothing, it simply means

someone wearing or dressed in whatever the noun indicates.

sapka - hat

sapkall - a person wearing a hat

mavi elbise - blue dress

mavi elbiseli - someone wearing a blue dress

siyah kravat - black tie

siyah kravath someone wearing a black tie

C. When added to names of places or towns it signifies one who lives in or was born in
the particular place or town.
Istanbul - city of Istanbul .
Istanbullu - one who is from or was brought up in Istanbul
Teksas - Texas
Teksasl - a Texan
Avrupa - Europe
Avrupali - European

12.  -siz (without)
-Siz (s1z, suz, siiz) means without

kuvvetli - strong

kuvvetsiz - weak (without strength)
tuzsuz - without salt

kiymetsiz - valueless

gozluksuz - without glasses

penceresiz odalar rooms without windows

13. Possessive Compounds:
A noun without a suffix (nominative) may precede a possessed noun forming a compound.
The first noun is not specific or definite and the resultant compound functions like a single noun.
cocugun ayakkabisi (the child’s shoes) - cocuk ayakkabisi (children’s shoes)

kadinin sapkasi(the woman’s hat) - kadin sapkasi (women’s hats)

askerin ceketi (the soldier’s coat) - asker ceketi (soldiers’ coats)
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 19
1. izafet (possessive)

Possession (my book, the man’s money) or relationship (our friend, the child’s progress) is
indicated by a construction called the izafet construction.

benim kitabim - my book

adamin parasi - the man’s money
bizim arkadasimz - our friend

cocugun gelismesi - the child’s progress

The first element of this construction (benim, adamin, bizim, gocugun) takes the suffix -in (in, un,
un). The two exceptions are benim (my) and bizim (our, first person singular and plural,) which
take -im.

The noun or pronoun is then said to be in the genitive case.

When the word ends in a vowel the letter n is placed before the suffix (only in the third
person singular).

after consonant after vowel
asker - askerin talebe - talebenin
subay - subayin masa - masanin
pilot - pilotun kutu - kutunun
g0z - gozun sutcu - sutcndn

The second element of the izafet construction, kitabim, parasi, arkadasimiz, gelismesi, the thing,
person, or quality belonging to or related to some other person or thing (the first element) takes the
possessive suffix.

Table of Possessive Suffixes

After Consonants After Vowels

my - -im (1m, um, tim) evim -m

thy - -in (1n, un, iin) evin -n

his - -1 (1, u, 0) evi -si (s1, su, sii)

our - -imiz (1miz, umuz, imiiz)  evimiz -miz (miz, muz, miiz)
your - -iniz (1n1z, unuz, iiniiz) eviniz -niz (niz, nuz, niiz)
their - -leri, lar evleri -leri, lar1
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2. The verb:
The verb has three distinct elements:
1. stem
2. tense-suffix
3. personal ending
A. The stem determines the meaning
B. The tense-suffix determines time or mode.
C. The personal ending determines person and number.

The stem and tense-suffix are altered by adding suffixes.
To get the stem the mek or mak suffix of the infinitive is dropped.

sevmek - sev (to love)
sevdirmek - sevdir (to make one love)
sevdirebilmek - sevdirebil (to be able to make one love)

To this stem is added the tense-suffix. The third person singular in all tenses and modes is
simply the stem and the tense-suffix, which for convenience we call the tense-base. To this base
the personal endings are added.

3. Present Time

In the present tense the tense-suffix is -yor preceded by i, (1, u, i) according to the nature of the
preceding vowel. The personal ending is as follows:

seviyorum

seviyorsunuz This we will call the Type | personal

seviyor endings. It is the most common.

seviyoruz

seviyorsunuz

seviyorlar

It will be noticed that the Type I endings for the present tense of the verb “to be”.

cavusum Since “yor” is a constant, the personal endings will
cavussunuz always be the same -um, -sunuz, -uz, -lar.

cavus

cavusuz

cavussunuz

When the stem ends in a vowel, it is dropped. Then the last vowel of the stem determines the
vowel preceding the yor (which never changes).

aramak - ar (a) - arryor
oku - ok (u) - okuyor
soyle - soyl (e) - soyluyor

If the stem is a single syllable ending in a low vowel, it changes to its corresponding high vowel.
ye becomes yiyor
de become diyor
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4. Preterit
The suffix of the past tense is -di (d1, du, dii)
sevdi - he loved
aldi - he took
koydu - he put
gordu - he saw

To this is added the personal endings. The preterit takes the Type Il ending.

sevdim aldim koydum gordum
sevdiniz aldimiz koydunuz gordiniz
sevdi aldi koydu gordu
sevdik aldik koydik gordik
sevdiniz aldiniz koydunuz gordundiz
sevdiler aldilar koydular gorduler

If the root ends in an unvoiced consonant the di becomes ti (1, tu, tii).
ictim yaptim konustum
gittim baktim
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 20

1. Comparison of adjectives and adverbs:

daha - more
en - most

A B C
cok - much daha ¢ok - more en ¢cok - most
fena - bad daha fena - worse en fena - worst
kisa - short daha kisa - shorter en kisa - shortest
cabuk - fast daha cabuk - faster en cabuk - fastest

Kirmizi kalem daha kisa.
The red pencil is shorter.

Kirmizi kalem siyah kalemden daha kisa.
The red pencil is shorter than the black pencil.

Than is expressed by the -dan suffix.
Bu ondan daha guzel.
This is better than that.

Bu en iyi talebe.
This is the best student.

Bu ev en glzel ev.
This house is the most beautiful house.

2. fzafet:
In order to indicate possession or relationship we use the izafet construction.
evin kapisi - the door of the house
¢ocugun ayakkabisi - the shoes of the child

When the first term of the izafet construction is definite, i.e., the house (a particular house) or the
child (a particular child) it takes the genitive suffix -in.
If it is not definite, no suffix is added.
ev kapisi - the door of a house
cocuk ayakkabisi - the shoes of a child

The nouns ev and cocuk function like an adjective and the relationship is a qualifying relationship.
In ev kapisi the door is the door of any house, i.e., a house door; and in ¢ocuk ayakkabisi the
shoes may be the shoes of any child, i.e., a child’s shoes.
To form the plurals of such compounds the plural suffix “ler” or “lar” is added before the
suffix -i (1, u, i) or -si (s, su, sii) denoting the qualifying relationship.

el ¢antasi - hand bag
el cantalari - hand bags
cay fincani - tea cup
cay fincanlar - tea cups

If the possessive suffix is used the suffix denoting the qualifying relationship (which is identical
with the third person singular possessive suffix) is dropped:

el ¢antasi - a hand bag

el cantaniz - your hand bag

el cantam - my hand bag
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 21

1. Interrogative of the Preterit:
We saw in lesson 19 that there were two types of personal endings.

Type | Type 1l
im m
sin n
iz k
siniz niz
ler ler

All verbs which have the Type Il personal ending form their interrogative by particle mi (m1, mu,
m) after the personal ending.

gonderdim gonderdim mi?
aldin aldin m1?
gordu gordid mu?
bulduk bulduk mu?
verdiniz verdiniz mi?
yuruduler yuradiler mi?

2. Imperative:
We use the imperative when we ask people to do something or give orders. The imperative
form exists in the second and third persons.

2nd singular (informal) gel - come

2nd singular (formal) geliniz - come

3rd singular gelsin - let him come
2nd plural (informal) gelin - come

2nd plural (formal) geiniz - come

3rd plural gelsinler - let them come

The negative form is regular

2nd singular (informal) gelme - don’t come

2nd singular (formal) gelmeyiniz - don’t come

3rd singular gelmesin - let him not come
2nd plural (informal) gelmeyin - don’t come

2nd plural (formal) gelmeyiniz - don’t come

3rd plural gelmesinler - let them not come

There is also an interrogative form where it makes sense; i.e., in the third person.

gelsin mi? - do you want him to come?
gelmesin mi? - don’t you want him (not) to come?
gelsinler mi? - do you want them to come?
gelmesinler mi? - don’t you want them (not) to come?

The second person singular of the imperative is the verb-stem: to this is added the personal endings
found only in the imperative.

3rd person singular sin

2nd person plural (y)in, (y)iniz

3rd person plural sinler
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Note: The suffix sin has three distinct functions.
(1) 2nd person singular of the verb to be.
informal (askersin) - thou art a soldier
informal (6grencisin) - thou art a student
It is never accented.

(2) It is the 2nd person singular personal ending Type 1.

(seviyorsun) - thou art loving
informal (seversin) - thou lovest
(seveceksin) - thou shalt love

It is never accented and is never attached to the verb-stem but to the tense-base.

(3) Itis the third person singular imperative ending and is attached directly to the verb-stem.
(sevsin) - let him love
The sin in sevsin is accented.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 22

1. Past Tense

With the exception of one tense (the aorist) the negative is formed by adding the suffix -me
or -ma to the verb-stem. To this new negative verb-stem the tense suffix and the personal endings
are added, exactly as in the affirmative.

Present Past

Affirmative Negative Affirmative Negative
seviyorum sevmiyorum sevdim sevmedim
seviyorsunuz sevmiyorsunuz sevdiniz sevmediniz
seviyor semiyor sevdi sevmedi
seviyoruz sevmiyoruz sevdik sevmedik
seviyorsunuz sevmiyorsunuz sevdiniz sevmediniz
seviyorlar sevmiyorlar sevdiler sevmediler

There is a strong stress on the syllable preceding the -me or-ma. This is very characteristic of all
negative forms.

2. Interrogative

With verbs that have the Type | personal ending, i.e. -im, -sin, -iz, -siniz, -ler, the
interrogative is exactly like the interrogative of the verb to be.

askerim asker miyim?
hastasiniz hasta misiniz?
oradalar oradalar m1?
evde miyim? geliyor muyum?
evde misiniz? geliyor musunuz?
evde mi? geliyor mu?

evde miyiz? geliyor muyuz?
evde misiniz? geliyor musunuz?
evdeler mi? geliyorlar m1?

This means that in the indicative with the exception of the preterit all the tenses form their
interrogative in this way.

asker miyim? girdim mi?
asker misiniz? girdiniz mi?
asker mi? girdi mi?
asker miyiz? girdik mi?
asker misiniz? girdiniz mi?

onlar asker mi? girdiler mi? or onlar girdi mi?
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 23

ile - with, by means of
gibi - like
icin - for

The English prepositions with, like, for, are represented by words following the words to
which they refer and are call postpositions.

The pronouns kim, ben, sen, o, biz, siz, bu and su but not the plural ler take the genitive
ending before the postpositions ile, gibi, icin.

kimin igin - for whom
benim gibi - like me
onunileoronunla - with him
but  onlar gibi - like them
onlar icin - for them

Other words remain unchanged.

0 adamla - with that man
arkadasim i¢in - for my friend
asker gibi - like a soldier
ile
In conversation the suffix form -le or -la is far more common.
sabunla - with soap
sekerle - with sugar

If attached to a word ending in a vowel the form is -yle or-yla.
kahveyle - with coffee
ylizbagiyla - with the captain
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 24

1. izafet and cases:

The plural suffix ler is always the first. This is followed by the suffix showing possession
and then the case suffix.

oda - room odalarmiz - your rooms

odalar - rooms odalarmizda - in your rooms

2. The verb “to have”

In order to say “There is a pencil on the table”, we use “var” with the table in the locative
case. We say “Masada bir kalem var”. Var means “existent” and yok “non existent”.

In order to say “I have a pencil” we use var and add a possessive suffix to pencil -
“Kalemim var”which means “there is a pencil of mine” or “a pencil of mine exists.” “I don’t own
a pencil” or “I don’t have a pencil of mine” is “Kalemim yok.”

When we say “Kaleminiz var mi?” we mean “do you possess or own a pencil?” When we
say “Sizde kalem var m1?” we mean “Do you have a pencil on you?”’; not ownership but present
possession is stressed. Of course, with concepts so close in meaning there is some overlap.

3. The Infinitive:

The infinitive is the name of an action. It is a noun.

In Turkish there are four infinitive forms. The two most commonly met with are the
infinitive with the suffixes mek or mak and me or ma.

gitmek gitme
almak alma
okumak okuma
The infinitive with the mek suffix can take all case endings except the genitive.
Yuzmege gittim - | went (off) to swim
Ylzmegi ¢cok severim - I love to swim very much.
Okumaktayim - | am (at) reading.
Yalan soylemekten kokarim - | am afraid to tell lies.
The infinitive with the me suffix can take possessive suffixes as well as all case endings.
Bu ¢ok konusmanin neticesidir: This is the result of talking too much.
(Too much talking’s result.)
Gitmeniz lazim: You have to go (Your going is necessary)
Gitmesini istemiyorum. I don’t want him to go.
Gelmesinde ne zarar var? What harm is there in his coming?

Bunu béyle yapmalarina hayret ediyorum. | am astonished at their doing it this way.

The negative of the infinitive is regular in form:

bilmek - bilmemek verme - vermeme
aramak - aramamak gbrme - gérmeme
The infinitive suffix is added directly to the stem of the verb.
bil - know bilmek - to know
bilme - not know bilmemek - not to know (to not know)
bildir - let someone know  bildirme - don’t let someone know

bildirmek - to let someone know bildirmemek not to let someone know
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 25

Benimki, onunki
We saw in lesson 17 that ki attached to a noun or pronoun in the locative case could be both
an adjective and a pronoun.
bendeki - the one | have
bendeki kalem- the pencil which | have

When Ki is attached to a pronoun or noun in the genitive case it is always a pronoun.

benimki - mine

Ali’ninki - Ali’s (the one which belongs to Ali)
Kirmizsi, kii¢iigii

kirmizist - the red one

kiiciigi - the small one

biri - one of them, or someone

By adding a third person suffix to an adjective or to numerals we form pronouns. These usually
refer to a previously mentioned class of things.
uzunu - the long one of the things mentioned.

It can also be indefinite as in biri seni istiyor - someone wants you.
Here in biri - one of “them”, “them” is vague as in “they think” or “they say.”

meden 6nce: before
In order to express the adverb before, we attach meden 6nce to the verb-stem. Meden is
subject to vowel harmony and with a verb-stem whose last vowel is one of the back vowels (a, 1, o,
u), the suffix is madan.
gelmeden 6nce - before coming

(gel3-me-de-ndn-ce) It is clear from the stress, which falls on the syllable immediately preceding
the meden dnce that the suffix me is the negative suffix and not the light infinitive suffix me.

If there is a pronoun or noun before the adverbial clause formed by meden 6nce the subject
of the main verb is also the subject of the adverbial clause.
Sabah kahvesini icmeden 6nce sigara icmiyorum.
I don’t smoke before I have the morning coffee.

However, if the adverbial clause refers to someone or something other than the subject of the main
verb this is indicated by using the appropriate noun or pronoun before the -meden 6nce
construction.

Ahmet gelmeden 6nce gittim.

| left before Ahmet came.

Ders bitmeden once gitmek istiyor.
He wants to leave before the lesson is finished.

The form meden dnce never changes no matter what the tense or mode of the main verb
may be. However, the notion of time represented by the tense of the main verb is carried over to
the adverbial clause.
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Gitmeden 6nce telefon etti.
He phoned before he left.

Gitmeden 6nce telefon edecek.
He’ll phone before he leaves.

Gitmeden 6nce telefon et!
Phone before you leave!
Ordinal Numbers:

Ordinal numbers are formed by adding -nci (nc1, ncu, ncii) to numbers ending in a vowel:

iki - ikinci - second
alti - altinca - sixth
yedi - yedinci - seventh

and inci (inc1, uncu, iincii) to numbers ending in a consonant:

bir - birinci - first
uc - uclnci - third
sekiz - sekizinci - eighth
dokuz - dokuzuncu - ninth

Note: Son which means end becomes sonuncu which means last. Kag (how many?) can also take
the suffix inci to form the question ka¢ine1? (What is its position in the series?) By replacing kag
with the appropriate number, i.e., on - ten, or yirmi bes - twenty-five, you get onuncu - tenth or
yirmi besinci - twenty-fifth, to show its position in the series.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 26

Preterit of verb ‘to be’:

The verb ‘to be’ is made up of a number of words of different origins. For the infinitive,
olmak is used, which means to become, to ripen, to occur. We saw in the present tense the verb
‘to be’ never occurs as an independent word. It is found only as a suffix. So we cannot say simply
‘I am’ in answer to a question.

The preterit of the verb ‘to be’ is based on a stem i. In fact the infinitive of ‘to be’ should be
imek only no such word exists.

To this stem i the preterit suffix is added.

idim - | was idik - we were
idin - thou wert idiniz - you were
idi - he was idiler - they were

These can be independent words but even as independent words they are never accented. However,
the tendency of the verb ‘to be’ to become a suffix is so strong that it is used mostly as a suffix.

asker idim - askerdim
sofor idim - sofordiim
adam idi - adamda

When used as a suffix the i of idim disappears and when the word ends in a vowel i changes
toay. The suffix -dim is subject to consonant and vowel harmony.

VVowel harmony:

asker Askerdim. - | was a soldier.
sofor Sofordd. - | was a driver.
yorgun Yorgunduk. - We were tired.
subay Subaydimiz. - You were an officer.

After words ending in a vowel:

hasta Hastaydim. - | was sick.
evde Evdeydik. - We were at home.
kuru Kuruydu. - It was dry.
kirmizi Kirmiziyda. - It was red.

After words ending in voiceless consonants:

cavus Cavustum. - | was a sergeant.
kitap Kitapti. - It was a book.
hafif Hafifti. - It was light.
arkadas Arkadastik. - We were friends.

Note: After the locative which is -de or -da it will always be deydim or daydim. This with its
concept (was at, in or on) should be learned as a single unit.

I was in - -deydim

I was in the house. - Evdeydim.

I was in your house. - Evinizdeydim.

I was in their house. - Evlerindeydim.
they were in - deydiler

They were in istanbul. - Istanbul’daydilar.
They were in the army. - Ordudaydilar.

They were in Monterey. - Monterey’deydiler.
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Interrogative:
The interrogative of the idim is almost always mi combined with idim.

miydim (mi idim)
miydim (m1 idim)
muydum (mu idim)
miydim (ma idim)

Note: These forms which are composed of two elements (mi and idim) or in the present (mi and
-im) and form a single unit should be learned as a single unit.

miyim? - am 1? miydim? - was |?
misiniz? - are you? miydiniz? - were you?
mi? - is he? miydi? - was he?
miyiz? - are we? miydik? - were we?
Negative:

In the negative, ‘degil’ combines with ‘idim’ to form degildim.

degildim degildik

degildin degildiniz

degildi digildiler

vardi, yoktu
Var and yok used as there is and there is not are actually var(dir) and yok(tur). However
in the present tense, the -dir is rarely used, but the past tense -di must be used.
there was - vardi
there was not - yoktu

Sizde bir mektup vardi.
You had a letter.

Benim giizel bir kitabim vardi.
| had a beautiful book.

Onun otomobili yoktu.
He didn’t have a car.

The interrogative of vardi and yoktu will always be var miydi? and yok muydu?



DLI Basic Grammar Supplement, p. 22

Grammar Notes - Lesson 27

Sen
‘Sen’ means ‘thou’. It is used when addressing intimate friends, children, and a person of
lower rank than oneself.
A child will nearly always address his parents as ‘siz’ and the parents will always address
the children as ‘sen’. When addressing God we say ‘sen’.
(1) the suffix for the verb ‘to be’ and the personal ending, type I, is ‘sin’
(2) for the personal ending, type II, n
(3) for the possessive, in or n
Note: the iz of siniz, iniz and niz is dropped.

Siz Sen
masaniz - your table masan - thy table
kaleminiz - your pencil kalemin - thy pencil
talebesiniz - you are a student talebesin - thou art a student
askerdiniz =~ - you were a soldier  askerdin - thou wert a soldier
gidiyorsunuz - you are going gidiyorsun - thou art going
gidersiniz - you go gidersin - thou goest
geldiniz - you came geldin - thou camest
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 28

-dir  -is -dirler -are
In general usage, when a statement refers to a fact which has validity for that particular
instance or is a personal opinion, -dir is not used.

Annem evde. - My mother is at home.
Bu kalem sari. - This pencil is yellow.
Burasi ¢ok giizel. - It is very nice here.

Plural:
In ‘neredeler?’ (where are they?), the -dir is omitted but -ler has to be used because the
subject is not mentioned. Nerede? would be ‘where is he?” The answer to neredeler? is:
Oradalar. - They are there.

However, if the statement is a historical fact or has permanent validity or is in the nature of a
general statement, we use -dir.

Mississippi Amerika’nin en biiyiik nehridir.

Mississippi is America’s largest river.

Kursun agirdir. - Lead is heavy.
When | say:
Bunu yapmak kolay degil. - It isn’t easy to do this.

I may mean I see that it isn’t easy, or I find that it isn’t easy, or that you will find it isn’t easy, etc.
It applies to this particular instance and to us. But if | say:
Bunu yapmak kolay degildir. - It isn’t easy to do this.

I mean that no one will find this an easy thing to do at any time.

Olmak
The infinitive olmak has two meanings.
1. olmak means ‘to be’
hasta olmak - to be sick
orada olmak - to be there
asker olmak - to be a soldier

In this sense of ‘to be’, olmak appears only as the infinitive.
We have already seen how the ‘present tense’ (see lesson 19) and the preterit (see lesson 26) are
formed. It is irregular, the only irregular verb in Turkish.

2. The second meaning of ‘olmak’ is ‘to become’, ‘to occur’ and ‘to mature’ and this is
what ‘olmak’ properly means. When used in this sense it is entirely regular.

What is important is to realize that ‘oluyorum’ means ‘I am becoming’ and NOT ‘I am’.
Oldum means | became and NOT | was.

Example:
Hastayim. - I am sick.
Hasta oluyorum. | am becoming sick.

Hastaydim. - | was sick.
Hasta oldum. - | became sick.
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However, these two different verbs have the same infinitive: hasta olmak.
Note: For the future, the same form is used for the two different meanings. The future of olmak
is regular. It is formed by adding the future tense suffix ‘acak’ to the verb root ‘ol’ to form the

tense-base olacak.
So, hasta olacagim means either I shall be or I shall become sick.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 29

Future Tense:

The tense-suffix for the future is -ecek or -acak.

In the first person singular and plural the k becomes g because the personal endings begin
with a vowel -im and -iz.

verecegim yapacagim
vereceksin yapacaksin
verecek yapacak
verecegiz yapacagiz
vereceksiniz yapacaksiniz
verecekler yapacaklar
If the stem ends in a vowel, ‘y’ is placed before the tense-suffix.
okuyacagim yurllyecegim
sOyleyecegim arayacagim

Words ending in ‘k’:
If a word of more than one syllable ending in k has a suffix beginning with a vowel, the k
becomes g (soft g).

bardak bardagim bardakta

kasik kasigi kasiklar

tabak tabagimiz tabaktan
This rule also applies to words borrowed from other languages.

elektrik elektrigi elektrikten

(electricity)

lastik lastigin lastikten

(rubber)

Exceptions:
1. In a large number of words borrowed from Arabic and Persian the ‘k’> remains
unchanged.

ittifak ittifakin
istiyak istiyaka

2. In words of one syllable ‘k’ remains unchanged.
kok koku
tek teki
ok oku
ak aki

Note: In two very common words, ¢ok (many), and yok (non-existent), the ‘k’ becomes ‘g’.
cok cogumuz
yok yogu
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 30

Future Interrogative:
The future has a regular interrogative form.
There are two principal types of personal endings of verbs.

Type | Type II:
Is like the present tense of the verb ‘to be’

veriyorum verdim

veriyorsun verdin

veriyor verdi

veriyoruz verdik
veriyorsunuz verdiniz
veriyorlar verdiler

Future Interrogative:

In Type | endings, the -mi comes after the tense-base except the third-person plural, when it
follows the -lar.

Mi forms a unit with the personal ending.

This is identical to the interrogative form of the verb ‘to be’.

Compare:
Present
veriyor muyum? yorgun muyum?
veriyor musun? yorgun musun?
veriyor mu? yorgun mu?
veriyor muyuz? yorgun muyuz?
veriyor musunuz? yorgun musunuz?
veriyorlar m? yorgunlar mm?
Future
verecek miyim? evde miyim?
verecek misin? evde misin?
verecek mi? evde mi?
verecek miyiz? evde miyiz?
verecek misiniz? evde misiniz?
verecekler mi? evdeler mi?

The personal endings of the future belong to Type I. The interrogative is formed exactly as in the

present tense.
diye sormak sormak - to question, to ask
diye cevap vermek cevap vermek - to answer

Since the actual words of a speaker can be introduced only be the verb demek such forms as
‘“Where are you going?’ he asked. ‘I am going home,” he answered, are rendered:

‘Nereye gidiyorsun?’ diye sordu. ‘Eve gidiyorum,’ diye cevap verdim.
He questioned me saying, ‘Where are you going?’ I answered saying ‘I am going home.’

Diye here means saying, an adverbial form like gtle giile or gece and kala.
Diye is also used when an unspoken thought is introduced. However, it must be in the form
of a quotation, i.e., as if it were and actual quote.
Acaba ne yapacak diye disiiniiyorum.
I am wondering (saying to myself) | wonder what he is going to do?
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 31

Future Negative

The negative of the future tense is regular. The root will take -me or -ma to form the negative
stem.

To the negative stem is added the tense suffix. Since the negative stem ends in a vowel a (y) is
placed before the tense suffix.

verecek - vermeyecek
yikanacak - yikanmayacak
oturacak - oturmayacak

The stress, as in the present tense, falls heavily on the syllable before the me or ma.

ver!meyecek - ver!meyecegim
yikan!mayacak - yikan!mayacagim
otur!mayacak - otur!mayacagim
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 32

-dikten sonra

The adverbial form ‘after doing” something is rendered by adding -dikten sonra to the
verb-stem.
Note: -dikten sonra will change according to the roles of vowel and consonant harmony.

gel - geldikten sonra - after coming

yat - yattiktan sonra - after going to bed

otur - oturduktan sonra - after sitting

goriis - goriistikten sonra - after seeing and conversing

The subject of the adverbial clause is that of the main verb when no separate subject is indicated.

However the subject of the adverbial clause may differ from the subject of the main verb, in which
case it must be indicated.

Ben geldikten sonra gitti.

He went after | came.

Ali gittikten sonra telefon ettim.
| phoned after Ali went.

The -dikten sonra never changes. The tense of the main verb determines the tense of the
adverbial clause.
Ben geldikten sonra gitsin.
Let him go after | come.

Ben geldikten sonra gitti.
He went after | came.

Ben geldikten sonra gidecek.
He’ll go after I come.

Note: Compare with gelmeden 6nce, Lesson 25, Grammar Analysis.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 33

Telling time:

When we want to know what the time is, we ask the question:

Saat kacg? - What time is it?
If it is on the hour, the answer is:
Saat bes. - It is five o’clock.
Or simply:
Bes. - Five.
If it is half an hour past the hour the answer is:
Saat bes buguk. - It is five thirty.
Or simply:
Bes buguk. - Five thirty.
To indicate that it is now a certain number of minutes past the hour, we say:
Besi on gegiyor. - Ten (minutes) after five.
Besi ceyrek geciyor. - A quarter after five.

From 1 to 29 we use geciyor.

Note: When we say so many minutes past a certain hour, the number of the hours is always in the
accusative case.

To indicate that it is now a certain number of minutes to the hour we say:
Altiya sekiz var. - It is eight (minutes) to six.
Altiya geyrek var. - It is a quarter to six.

2

From 31 to 59 we use “var”.

-e var

Note: When we say so many minutes to a certain hour, the number of hours is always in the dative.
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1. When kadar follows a number it means about or approximately.
Iki saat kadar yiiridiim - | walked for about two hours.
Yz elli dolar kadar sarf ettim. - | spent about a hundred and fifty dollars.

2. When kadar follows a word in the dative case, it means as far as, until or up to. The word
preceding kadar represents the limit or boundary of the action.

Eve kadar ylradum. - | walked as far as the house.

Ikiye kadar gelecek. - He will come by tow.

Note: Here two o’clock is the limit within which he is expected to come.
Ug giine kadar bir cevap gonderecegiz.
We shall send a reply within three days.

Kaca kadar? will therefore mean - Till what time?
Kaca kadar bekledin? - Until what time did you wait?
Dogru:

Dogru preceded by a noun, pronoun or adjective in the dative case means towards. It
indicates motion towards.

Okula dogru yiirimege basladik. - We began to walk toward the school.
Bese dogru kalkti, sapkasint aldi - Toward five he got up, took his hat and left
ve odadan ¢iktr. the room.
Yaiiienn, ya
Y. ya means either.......... or

To mean this it must always be used in pairs.

Ya parayi versin ya evden ¢iksin -Let him either pay the money or get out of the house.
Ya o ya ben. -Either he or I.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 34

A. Telling Time (adverb)

1. At (X) minutes past the hour is expressed by an adverbial form of the verb gecmek (to pass).
The number of hours is the direct object of the verb. (In the accusative).
At five minutes past eight is

Saat sekizi bes gece - Five after eight.
or simply
Sekizi bes gece - Five after eight.

2. At (X) minutes to the hour is expressed by the adverbial form of the verb kalmak (to
remain). The number of hours is in the dative case.

At five minutes to eight is

Saat sekize bes kala - Five minutes before eight.
or simply
Sekize bes kala - Five minutes before eight.

B. Distributive numerals

Distributive numerals expressing the idea, three each or four each etc., as in ‘he gave
them three apples each,’ are formed by adding the suffix -er or -ar to a number ending in a
consonant.

bir - birer
uc - ucer
dokuz - dokuzar
on - onar

When the number ends in a vowel the suffix -ser and -sar is added.

iki - ikiser

alt1 - altisar

yedi - yediser

on iki - on ikiser
Askerlere bir sige sarap verdim - | gave the soldiers a bottle of wine.
Askerlere birer sise sarap verdim. - | gave the soldiers a bottle of wine

each.
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C. (-lik)

By adding -lik to nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and adverbs we get a large group of words.
Three such groups will now be analyzed:

1. By adding -lik to nouns and adjectives we make abstract nouns denoting condition or quality.

uzun -
guzel -
issiz -
anne -
ben -
bir

long

beautiful

an unemployed person
mother

I

one

2. Abstract nouns denoting profession:

asker
ogretmen
disci
doktor
bankaci

3. Name of instruments showing the purpose for which it is intended.

yagmur

- soldier
- teacher
- dentist
doctor

banker

tuz -
tuzluk -
g0z -
gozluk -

yagmurluk

uzunluk
guzellik
1gsizlik
annelik
benlik
birlik

askerlik
ogretmenlik
discilik
doktorluk
bankacilik

salt
salt-shaker
eye

eye glasses
rain
raincoat

length

beauty
unemployment
motherhood
identity, personality
unity, union

military service
teaching profession
dentistry

the medical profession
banking
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A. Future

The negative and interrogative forms of the future tense are regular.

Negative
verecek vermeyecek
okuyacak okumayacak

Interrogative:
verecegim verecek miyim?
vermeyecegiz vermeyecek miyiz?

B. -ip

When an action not only precedes but leads into a second, it is usual to put the tense
and personal suffixes only on the root of the second verb and add to the root of the first verb the
suffix:

1. ip, 1p, up, iip, if the root ends in a consonant

2. yip, y1p, yup, yiip, if the root ends in a vowel.

1. ver - verip
al - alip
dur - durup
gor - gorup
2. oku - okuyup
ara - arayip
soyle - soyleyip
Kalkip gittiler. - They got up and went.
Kalkip gidelim. - Let’s get up and go.
Bunu okuyup anlamaniz lazim. - You must read and understand this.

In a phrase like gidip pencereyi a¢t1 (he went and opened the window), the going not only took
place before opening the window but was related to it. He went with the intention of opening the
window. The first action was performed as a prelude to the second. This is the most common use
of the suffix -ip.

Note 1:
Even if both verbs are negative, the root of the first verb is left positive.
Onu gidip gérmesin. - Let him not go and see him.

Note 2:
After the -ip suffix ve is never used. However, sometimes for emphasis de (or te in this
case) may follow -ip.
Nicin gelip te bana s6ylemedin? - Why didn’t you come and tell me?
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 36

A. Ne..... ne.....
If we want to reject or deny both of two propositions or alternatives we use ne . . .ne . . .
They come before the words they modify.

ne sen ne ben - neither you nor |
ne bugun ne yarin - neither today nor tomorrow
Ne ben sordum ne o sdyledi. - I neither asked nor did he say.

Note: 1: Sometimes for greater emphasis a de is placed after the second ne.
2: Usually the verb is omitted after the second group (if the verb is the same).

Ne bunu istedi ne onu. - He wanted neither this nor that.

instead of:
Ne bunu istedi ne onu istedi. - He wanted neither this nor did he want that.

B. Kadar

When kadar follows a noun in the nominative case it means as much as.
Ali 0 adam kadar okumuyor. - Ali does not read as much as that man
Bu 6grenciler eski 6grencileriniz - Do these students study as hard as your
kadar ¢alistyorlar mi? old students?
Sizinki benimki kadar giizel degil. - Yours is not as nice as mine.

A pronoun followed by kadar is always in the genitive case, except the third person plural.
(Compare gibi, icin, and ile. See Grammar Analysis Lesson 23.)

Benim kadar uyumadi. - He didn’t sleep as much as 1.
Sizin kadar konusmuyor. He doesn’t talk as much as you.

But:
Onlar kadar zengin degilim. - | am not as rich as they are.

C. The future of ‘to be’:
For the infinitive of ‘to be” we use olmak. (See Grammar Analysis for the future, Lesson

29)
present - askerim - | am a soldier.
past - askerdim - | was a soldier.
future - asker olacagim - I shall be a soldier.OR | am going to become a
soldier.
Note that in the present and past tenses the concepts of ‘being’ and ‘becoming’ are distinct.
Hastayim. - | am sick.
Hasta oluyorum. - | am becoming sick.
Hastaydim. - | was sick.
Hasta oldum. - | became sick.
But in the future the one verb olmak expresses both concepts.
Hasta olacagim. - | am going to be sick.

or lam going to become sick.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 37

A. The possessive suffix with adjectives:
In phrases such as
sapkalarin kirmizisi - the red one of the hats
cocuklarin bliytigi - the older one of the children

we see what ‘kirmiz1’ refers to. But we can simply say ‘kirmizisi daha giizel” without mentioning,
but still referring back to the hats, in which case it means simply ‘the red one is more beautiful.’
So an adjective with an izafet suffix comes to mean merely ‘the . . . one’ as in:

eskisi - the old one

birincisi - the first one

sarisl - the yellow one
With numerals

iki - ikisi

bes - bisi

the meaning is of course ‘two of them’ or ‘five of them’.

Bir may mean one or a. When bir means one, then biri means ‘one of them’ and may
refer to a previously mentioned class as in:
askerlerin biri - one of the soldiers

But when bir is the indefinite article a, then the meaning of biri is someone or a certain
person.

Kapida biri var. - There is someone at the door.
Or:

padisahin biri - a certain sultan

askerin biri - a certain soldier

Note that in this case ‘padisah’ and ‘asker’ are in the singular.
C. Hem...hem...

This is used in a way very similar to ne .. .ne ... The meaning is the exact opposite. It
indicates that the two propositions are both included in the statement.

Hem beni hem sizi ¢agiriyor. - He is calling both you and me.
Hem sizi seviyor hem beni. - She love both you and me.
Hem ziyaret hem ticaret - It is both pleasure and business.

Note: Sometimes for greater emphasis a de is placed after the second hem.
Hem bugiin hem de yarin gidecegiz. - We’ll go both today and tomorrow.
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Optative:
Pencereyi acayim. - Let me open the window.
Pencereyi agayim mi1? - Shall I open the window? Or may | open the window?

We use the subjunctive (optative) mode of the verb in order to express:
1. An activity or state that is desired.
2. An activity or state requiring the permission or acquiescence of another person.

To form this mode we add e or a when the stem ends in a consonant followed by yim or yim.

ver - vereyim ac - acayim
bil - bileyim dur - durayim
gor - géreyim cagir - cagirayim
sur - streyim sor - sorayim

If the stem ends in a vowel we add ye or ya followed by yim or yim.

soyle - sOleyeyim ara - arayayim
yurd - ylriyeyim tan1 - taniyayim
temizle- temizleyeyim uyu - uyuyayim
yika - yikayayim

Note: Owing to the fact that eyeyim, ayayim, 1iyayim, etc., are clumsy to pronounce, the ye
or ya is usually dropped in conversation and we have:

sOyleyim instead of sOyleyeyim
temizleyim instead of temizleyeyim
yikayim instead of yikayayim
arayim instead of arayayim

Interrogative:
To form the interrogative the particle mi is added after the personal endings.

Vereyim. - Let me give.
Vereyim mi? - Shall I give?
Sorayim. - Let me ask.

Sorayim mi? - Shall I ask?
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 39

Aorist Tense:
The aorist tense expresses habitual activity.
Ben her sabah iki fincan ¢ay icerim. - 1 drink two cups of tea every morning.

Or statements of general validity. It is sometimes called the ‘unbounded’ tense, because it does
not refer to any particular time.

Iki iki daha dért eder. - Two and two make four.

Cay severim. - I like tea.

This is how it is formed.
1. If the stem ends in a vowel, you simply add an r followed by the personal endings

-im, -sin, -iz, etc. as in the present and future tenses. (Type | endings. See Grammar Analysis,
Lesson 19).

de - der
ye - yer
ara - arar
soyle - soyler
yerim - soylerim
yersin - soylersin
yer - soyler
yeriz - soyleriz
yersiniz - soylersiniz
yerler - sOylerler
2. If the stem ends in a consonant then:

(a) to stems of more than one syllable add ir, 1r, iir, ur according to vowel

harmony.
begen - begenir kizart - kizartir
getir - getirir calis - calisir
goétir - gotirar okut - okutur

(b) to stems of one syllable only add er, ar

in - iner ac - acar
ge¢c - gecer sor - sorar
sur - surer *tut - tutar
don - doner gk - cikar

* tutmak: to hold, to catch
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Note: Exceptions. There are a few very common verb-stems of one syllable which form the aorist
by adding ir, ir, ur, iir. As they are very common they must be memorized. Although these are
exceptions to the rule given in (b) the suffixes still obey the rules of vowel harmony.

Ir ir ur ar
al- ahr bil-  bilir ol- olur gor-  gorur
kal-  kahr gel- gelir bul-  bulur ol- olar
san-  samr ver-  verir dur-  durur
var-  varnr vur-  vurur

almak - to take

kalmak - to remain, to stay

sanmak - to think, to imagine

varmak - to reach

olmak - to be

bulmak - to find

durmak - to stand, to stop

vurmak - to strike

bilmek - to know

gelmek - to come

vermek - to give

gormek - to see

O0lmek - to die
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Interrogative of the Aorist
The interrogative form is regular. The interrogative particle mi comes after the
tense-base as in the present and future tenses.

yapiyor muyum? yapiyor musunuz?
yapacak miyim? yapacak misiniz?
yapar miyim? yapar misiniz?

The interrogative form has two functions which should be kept distinct.
1) It is a question about the habits of a person, i.e.,

Erken kalkar misiniz? - Do you get up early?
2) It is always used when a request is made.
Masadaki kalemi verir misiniz?- Will you give me the pencil on the table?
Pencereyi agar misiniz? - Will you open the window?
Negative of Aorist:

The negative of the aorist is irregular. Instead of adding the tense suffix r or ir (ir,
ur, er, ar) to the negative stem, there is a negative tense suffix mez or maz added directly to the
stem.

In the first person singular and plural, z is omitted.

gitmem - I don’t go.
gitmezsin - You don’t go.
gitmez - He/she doesn’t go.
gitmeyiz - We don’t go.
gitmezsiniz - You don’t go.
gitmezler - They don’t go.

Note: The accent falls, not on the syllable before the negative me, but on the negative aorist suffix
mez. Except in the third person plural, where the accent is on ler.
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Participle:
A participle is an adjective verb. It describes or points out a living being or thing by what it
is doing, or (if the verb is passive) by what is being done to it.
Like an adjective it is placed before the noun it modifies.
Like a verb it may refer to present, past, or future time.
Like a verb it may have a direct or indirect object or an adverb.

Present Participle:
The present participle is formed by adding -en or -an to the verb-stem. If the verb-stem
ends in a vowel a y is placed before -en or -an (-yen, -yan).

otur - oturan yard - yurdyen
ver - veren ara - arayan
bil - bilen soyle - sOyleyen
1. bunu bilen talebeler - the students who know this
2. din sizinle gelen cocuklar - the children who came with you yesterday
3. Orada oturan adam kim? - Who is the man sitting over there?
4. cok kahve icen insanlar - people who drink a lot of coffee
1. a. The present participle represents past, present, or habitual action. In the four
examples given above, the same form is translated as:
students who know - (a present condition)
children who came - (past action)
the man sitting - (present action state)
those who drink - (habitual action)
b. Like most adjectives, the present participle may be used as a noun. Instead of:
Bunlar bilen gerek. - We need one (someone) who knows these.
C. Non-verbal adjectives come after the participles.

Ali’yle konusan o uzun boylu subay1 taniyor musun?
-Do you know that tall officer who is talking with Ali?

Note:
bunu bilen iyi insanlar - good people who know this
Here iyi belongs to insanlar.

bunu iyi bilen insanlar - people who know this well
Here iyi belongs to bilen

We also use this form when we refer to a period of time past.

gecen yil - last year (the past year)
gecen ay - last month
gecen hafta - last week

However, gecen guin does not mean yesterday but the other day. Yesterday is simply diin,
and tomorrow yarin.
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2. -meden
By adding -meden or -madan to a verb-stem we get an adverbial form meaning ‘without’.
gdrmeden - without seeing
gitmeden - without going
sormadan - without asking

In form and usage it is like -meden dnce which means ‘before’. (See Grammar Analysis Lesson
25)

gdrmeden Once - before seeing
gérmeden - without seeing
Onu gérmeden gitti. - He went away without seeing him.

Onu gormeden 6nce sizi gorecek.- He is going to see you before he sees him.
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-den beri

Iki giinden beri buradaym.
(I have been here for the past two days.)

Yarim saatten beri seni bekliyorum.
(I have been waiting for you for the past half hour.)

Ug guinden beri onu gormedim.
(I have not seen him in three days/for the past three days.)

This form marks the beginning of an action, action-state, or condition which is still
continuing.

In the three examples given above ‘being here’, ‘waiting for you’, ‘not having seen him’,

began respectively two days ago, half an hour ago, and three days ago. They are still the fact at
present.
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Future participle (See Grammar Analysis in Lesson 41 for participles in general).
The future participle is the future base, i.e., verb-stem plus future tense suffix gel + ecek (gelecek),
meaning ‘going to come’ or ‘about to come’. When we refer to a particular person or thing, the

future participle is usually followed by olan, (the present participle of the verb ‘to be’, meaning
‘who’ or ‘which is”). So we have:

Bunu yapacak olan adam - The man who is going to do this

We drop the ‘olan’ when we do not intend anyone in particular.
Bunu satacak adam lazim. - We need a man to sell this.

We also use this form when we refer to a period of time to come.

gelecek hafta - the coming week, next week
gelecek ay - next month
gelecek sene - next year

In the above examples it is used more like an adjective.
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Condition:
The ‘if* clause in Turkish is rendered by a special suffix. To the aorist tense-base we add:

-sem (or)  -sam - -sek (or) -sak

-sen  (or) -san -seniz (or)  -saniz

-se (or) -sa -lerse (or) -larsa

Sorarsa soylerim. - If he asks, Il tell him.

Hava agarsa gideriz. - If the weather clears, we’ll go.

Bana kitabi verirseniz ¢ok memnun olurum.
- If you give me the book, I'll be very happy.

For the conditions in the future, the aorist tense-base is the one most commonly used:

gelirsem - if I come
gelirsen - if you come
gelirse - if he comes
gelirsek - if we come
gelirseniz - if you come
gelirlerse - if they come

Onu gorirsem sdylerim.
(If I see him, I’ll tell him.)

Yagmur yagarsa bir taksi tutariz.
(If it rains we’ll take a taxi.)

The suffix (-sem, -sen, -se, -sek, -seniz, -lerse) can be added to any tense-base.

Note: (1) Sometimes the conditional clause is preceded by eger which means if. It is not
necessary, but if eger is used, the conditional form must always follow.

2 If the condition is something we do not expect, but feel we ought to be prepared for
any eventuality, i.e., ‘in case he should’, ‘on the off chance that he might’, we prefer sayet. Like
eger, it must be followed by the conditional form.
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Abilitative:
To express ‘can’ or the ability to do something, we put -(y)e or -(y)a to the verb-stem
followed by bilmek.

konus - konusabilmek - to be able to speak

anla - anlayabilmek - to be able to understand
yap - yapabilmek - to be able to do

gor - gorebilmek - to be able to see

For the various tenses, we conjugate exactly like bilmek:

yapabiliyor - he is able to do it

yapabildin - you were able to do it
yapabilirsiniz - you can do it

yapabilecekler - they are going to be able to do it
yapabilen - one who is able to do it

The interrogative is regular.
Yapabiliyor mu? Is he able to do it?
Yapabildin mi? - Were you able to do it?
Yapabilir misiniz? Can you do it?
Yapabilecekler mi? Are they going to be able to do it?
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Conditional of the verb ‘to be’

The conditional is most commonly met with as a suffix (y)se or (y)sa added directly to the noun,
adjective or pronoun. (See Grammar Analysis, Lesson 44).)

askerse -
hastaysan -
oysa -
Ali’yse -

if he is a soldier
if you are sick
if itis he

if itis Ali

It can also be added after the possessive suffix or a case ending.

oradaysalar -
onlardansa -
talebesiyse -
sizinse -

Pencereler kapaliysa liitfen aginiz.
Orada oturan talebesiyse gidip
konusalim.

Hastaysan bir doktor ¢agirayim.
Eger oysa mesele yok.

if they are there

if it is from them
if he is his student
if it is yours

If the windows are closed, please open them.
If the person sitting there is his student,
let’s go and talk to him.

Let me send for a doctor if you are sick.
If it is he there is no problem.
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Negative (Abilitative):

For the negative form of the abilitative after the (y)e or (y)a the negative suffix me or ma is added
instead of bilmek. (See Grammar Analysis of Lesson 45 for abilitative.)

konus - konusamamak - to be unable to talk

anla - anlayamamak - to be unable to understand
yap - yapamamak - to be unable to do

gor - gérememek - to be unable to see
yapamiyor - he is unable to do it

yapamadin - you were unable to do it

yapamazsiniz - you cannot do it

yapamayacaklar they are not going to be able to do it
yapamayan - one who is incapable of doing it

The interrogative is regular:

Yapamyor mu? - Isn’t he able to do it?
Yapamadin m? - Weren’t you able to do it?
Yapamaz misimiz? - Can’t you do it?
Yapamayacaklar mi? - Won’t they be able to do it?

Note: The negative of the abilitative form should be contrasted with the negative of the simple
form.

al - a-la!

ver - ve-re!

konus - ko-nu-sa!

bul - bu-la!

al'miyor - ala!miyor
ver!medi - vere!medi
konug!madim - konusa!madim

bul!'mayacak

bula!mayacak

Only an e or an a is added after the root, with a shift of stress. When the stem ends in a vowel, ye
or ya is added.

aralmadi - araya!madi

temizle!meyecek - temizleye!miyecek

This form should be practiced by contrasting the negative of the simple form with the negative of
the abilitative, and dwelling on the difference in the rhythmic pattern.
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-digi zaman

Ne zaman...

Ona bir mektup verdim?
Onu gordiniz?

Ona bir soru soracagiz?

1.
2.
3.

a)
b)

Note:

Grammar Notes - Lesson 48

The answer to 1 and 2 may be: diin, bu sabah, saat onda, gecen yil.

The answer to 3 may be: saat onda, bu aksam, yarin, gelecek hafta

But the answer can also be when something else has happened, when another event has

taken place.

When the answer belongs to group (B) we add -dig1 zaman, -digim zaman, etc.
directly to the stem of the verb indicating the event.

So to the questions: Ne zaman ona bir mektup verdiniz?
We may answer: a) diin, bu sabah, saat onda
Or: b) odaya girdigi zaman (when he entered the room).

Ona ne zaman gordiinuz?
Onu odaya girdigim zaman gordiim. (I saw him when I entered the room.)

Ona ne zaman bir soru soracagiz?
We may answer: a) yarin, saat onda, bu aksam, gelecek hafta
or: b) odaya girdigi zaman (when he has entered the room)

The act of entering a room which may be in the distant past, the immediate past or in the
future has taken place.

The tense of the verb in the main clause determines the time for the whole event, i.e., it may
be in the past, habitual or future

When did you give him a letter?
When he entered the room.

When are you going to give him the letter?
When he has entered the room (or when he enters the room sometime in the future.)
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Conditional (past tense) -diyse

We may conceive of events and situations as conditions for some other event.

If we want to indicate that an event in the past is a necessary condition for a present
decision or proposal and we don’t know if that condition has been fulfilled we place-(y)sem, -
(y)sen, -(y)se, -(y)sek, -(y)seniz, -(y)seler or more commonly -lerse after the past tense-base.

Example:
If I want to show that you can leave on condition that you have finished your lesson (I don’t
know if you have or not), | say:
Dersini bitirdiysen gidebilirsin. - You can leave if you have finished your
lesson.

For more examples refer to lesson 49, Section 1.

Note: There is an alternative form for the past conditional. The suffix -se is added to the past
definite: geldim - geldimse.

verdimse verdikse
verdinse verdinizse
verdiyse verdilerse

This form is as frequently used as the other.
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Past: A. Kalem nerede?
B. Hangi kalem?
A. (Sana duin bir kalem verdim. O kalem.)
Sana dun verdigim kalem.
A Evi satin alacagim.
B. Hangi ev?
A (Din bir ev gorduk. O evi.)
Din gordiigiimiiz evi.
Present: A. Kitap benim.
B. Hangi kitap?
A. (Ali simdi bir kitap okuyor. O kitap.)
Ali’nin simdi okudugu kitap.
Habitual: A Tercumeleri bana gostersin.
B. Hangi tercimeleri?
A (Her aksam bir terclime yapar. O terciimeleri.)

Her aksam yaptig1 terciimeleri.

If the best way of identifying something, a pencil, for example, is the fact that it is the
pencil that I (you, he, etc.) gave, we use the past participle verdik followed by the appropriate
possessive suffix.

1. If it is the pencil that | gave, we say:
Benim verdigim kalem.
We can drop benim and simply say: Verdigim kalem.

2. If it is the pencil that you gave we say:
Senin verdigin kalem. Or Verdigin kalem.

3. If it is the pencil he gave, we say:
Onun verdigi kalem. Or Verdigi kalem.

Note 1: The -dik past participle is used for present, past and habitual. Whether it is the
man you say or are now seeing or see every day the form is the same. Usually the context makes
this clear. However, for further clarity, we can add diin, bir, az, 6nce, bir y1l énce, etc., to indicate
that you are speaking of a past event. With the present there is always the situational context or
some word like bu, o, etc. And for the habitual her sabah, her gin, etc.

1. Dun gordiigiimiiz ogrenci yeni ogrencilerden biri.
(The student we saw is one of the new students.)

2. Yazdigr mektubu bitirdikten sonra gelsin beni gorsun.
(After he finishes the letter he is writing, let him come and see me.)

3. Her Cuma verdigimiz testleri nasil buluyorsunuz?
(How do you find the exams we give every Friday?)
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Note 2:
In the following examples (1) and (2), kalem and pencere are direct objects,
although one is in the nominative and the other in the accusative case.

In examples (3), (4), and (5), iskemle, oda, and er are indirect objects. Iskemlede
(locative), odaya (dative), evden (ablative). Bayanla is a prepositional phrase. But all of these
have the same construction.

1. Ona bir kalem verdim. O kalem ¢ok kisa.
Ona verdigim kalem ¢ok kisa.

2. Pencereyi actim. O pencere ¢ok buyuk.
Actigim pencere ok blyuk.

3. Iskemlede oturuyorum. O iskemle rahat degil.
Oturdugum iskemle rahat degil.

4. Odaya girdim. O oda kuguk.
Girdigim oda kuguk.

5. Evden ciktik. O ev biiyiik degil.
Ciktigimiz ev biiyiik degil.

6. Bir bayanla konusuyor. O bayan ¢ok guzel.
Konustugu bayan ¢ok guzel.
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A Evi gbrmek ister misin?
B. Hangi evi?
A Bir ev satin alacagim. O evi.
Satin alacagim evi.
A. Mektupta senden bahsedeyim mi?
B. Hangi mektupta?
A. Anneme bir mektup yazacagim. O mektupta.

Anneme yazacagim mektupta.

If we want to identify an object by what someone is going to do to it, or with it, we
use the future participle followed by a possessive suffix.

The possessive suffix indicates the subject of the verb. (See Lesson 50.)

For example, if | am talking about a party which | am going to give then | say:
Verecegim parti.

If I am talking about a party Ali is going to give, | say:
‘Ali’nin verecegi parti,” and so on.

If I am talking about a party you are going to give, | say:
Vereceginiz parti.

Note: See Note Il, Grammar Analysis, Lesson 50, for examples about direct and
indirect objects.
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-mis (Presumptive-past)

| saw it. | did not see it.

Din geldi. Dun gelmis.

Bu sabah gittiler. Bu sabah gitmisler.

Gegen Pazar geldiniz. Gegen Pazar gelmissiniz.
Bunu siz yazdiniz. Bunu siz yazmssiniz.
Kahvesini bitirdi. Kahvesini bitirmis.
Otomobili yikada. Otomobili yikamus.

Cocuklar okuldan donduler. Cocuklar okuldan donmiisler.

In Turkish there are two past tenses.

1. The -di past:
This is an activity, state or process which we have seen with our own eyes, or
something universally accepted.

2. The -mis past:
This is something we have not seen. It is inferred or hearsay. The tense sign for
this second hearsay past -mis is followed by personal endings, Type I.

-im, -sin, -iz, -siniz, -ler

vermisim (they say that, | gave
vermissin it seems, You gave
vermis apparently, He gave
vermisiz I hear that We gave
vermissiniz It is rumored You gave
vermisler that) They gave

Note: The idea that this fact is inferred or hearsay and not something we ourselves have witnessed,
is expressed explicitly in English. It comes out into the open. We have to state that it is something
we have heard or inferred.

In Turkish all this is implied. So the central idea, that of inferred or witnessed fact, is what
remains vivid and uppermost in our minds.
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-iyordu
Yapiyordum - | was doing it.
The suffix iyor indicates that an action is in progress. By itself it indicates no tense.

If we want to indicate that an action is going on now, we add the present tense of the verb
‘to be’, um:

yaptyorum - I am now doing it.
yaziyorum - | am now writing.
iciyorum - I am now drinking.

To show that some action was going on in the past we add the past tense of the verb “to be”
or the suffix -dum after -iyor suffix.

yaptyordum - I was doing it (in the past).
yaziyordunuz - You were writing (in the past).
iciyordu - He was drinking (in the past).

The interrogative is the regular interrogative of the verb to be in the past.
miydim
yaptyor muydum?
yaziyor muydunuz?
iciyor muydu?

Note: In the third person plural, there is a variant form of -dular, -lardi. Both forms are common.

We can say gidiyordular or gidiyorlardi. This is possible only in the third person plural.
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Time Relations.
An event B can occur either before, during, after, or at the time that another event A
was completed.
A is the fixed point from which B is measured.
If we were to make a diagram of time, it would be a straight line moving in one direction.

On this we shall mark a point A representing an event:

A
Time €
But A must have some duration to be perceived at all. So in reality A would be indicated in this way:
A
o
1. Let us now mark an event B as occurring before A occurs.
oo
—o
B1

This relationship is indicated by adding -meden 6nce (OR —meden evvel) directly to the verb root
representing event A.

If A represents ‘reading a letter’ (mektubu okumak), then B1 occurred ‘before reading the
letter’ (mektubu okumadan énce).

2. Now let us mark event B> as occurring during the time A is taking place but before it is
completed: A
————o
—o
B2

This relationship is indicated by adding -ken to the aorist verb-base representing event A.
Then B occurred ‘while reading the letter’ (mektubu okurken).

3. Now let us mark event Bz as occurring when A has taken place or is completed.

A
-

B3

This relationship is indicated by adding -digi zaman to the verb-root.
(see Lesson 48 for changes in -digi).

Bs occurred ‘when he read the letter’ (mektubu okudugu zaman)
4. Now let us mark event B4 as occurring after event A has occurred.
A
————o
——e
Ba
This relationship is indicated by adding -dikten sonra directly to the verb-root.
B4 occurred ‘after reading the letter’ (mektubu okuduktan sonra)

Note: The verb representing events B, B2, B3, B4 can be in any tense any person or any mood, the
sequence, relative to B will be the same, therefore there will be no change in the suffixes
representing this relationship.
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-ken

As was shown in paragraph 2 in the above analysis, -ken added to a verb root represents the

event during which another event took place, is taking or will take place.
-ken never changes and is never accented.

Example:

Arkadasimi gérdiim. (B)

| saw my friend.

Ne zaman?
When?

Okula gelirken.

(While coming to school)

(A)

The main action (B) may be in any tense or mode; (A) will always be the same:

No oA wWN PSS
N—r

(A) S)

donerken

Okula gelirken
Okula gelirken
Okula gelirken
Okula gelirken
Okula gelirken
Okula gelirken
Okula gelirken

(B)

onu gordim

onu gormus

onu gorsiin

onu gorecek

onu gordrse

onu goremez

onu gorebilir miyim?

(B)
gordum.
gormus.
gorsin.
gorecek
gorirse
gbremez.
gorebilir miyim?

(B)

| saw him

He saw him

Let him see him

He is going to see him
If he sees him

He cannot see him
Can | see him?

A
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-ken

We saw in lesson 54 that in order to show that an event A took place while another event B
was going on but not completed, we place -ken after the aorist verb-base indicating B.

B. <—— Okula gidiyorum. ——>  Okula giderken Ahmed’e rastladim.
A Ahmed’e rastladim.

While on my way to school (I hadn’t arrived yet), I met Ahmet.
But an event can also occur during the time a certain condition occurs.

If we want to indicate this face, we place the suffix -ken after the adjective or noun denoting this
condition or state.

B. < During the time I was a child (childhood) ——>
A. Something was learned
Bunu ¢ocukken 6grendim: | learned this when I was a child.

The noun may have various endings.

Cocukken - When | was a child

Evdeyken - When at home

Evinizdeyken When at your home

Ogretmenimken While (you, he, she etc.) was my teacher

-ken does not indicate person or time.

Note: When the word to which -ken is attached ends in a vowel, a (y) is placed before -ken.



DLI Basic Grammar Supplement, p. 58

yapardim

The aorist suffix indicates habit or something done at regular intervals. By itself it does not
indicate whether it is present or past habit. The personal suffix shows that. (See Grammar Analysis
Lesson 53)

Present Habit Past Habit

Erken yatar. He goes to bed early. Erken yatardi: He was in the habit of
going to bed early.

Icerim | drink. Icerdim: | was in the habit of
drinking. I used to
drink.

Note: When used in the past the implication is that this is no longer a habit: it used to be a habit,
but is not a habit any more.
Ben giinde dort bes fincan kahve igerdim. (artik simdi igmiyorum).
Ben her aksam ondan evvel yatardim. (artik ondan evvel yatmiyorum).
Okuldayken her gun tenis oynardim. (artik her giin tenis oynamiyorum.

™imdi Eskiden

|

|

Ylizmiyorum | Cocukken yiizerdim

Yemek pisiriyorum. | Yemek pisirmezdim.

Goémleklerimi kendim yikiyorum. | GoOmlekleri kendim yikanmazdim.

Bahgede calismayi seviyorum. | Bahgede ¢alismay1 sevmezdim.

[zmir’e simdi ¢ok az gidiyorum. | [zmir’e sik sik giderdim.

Az slt iciyorum. | Cok sut icerdim.

Burada tiyatroya ¢ok gitmiyorum. | Istanbul’dayken tiyatroya ¢ok giderdim.

™imdi sanat miiziginden ¢ok | Eskiden sanat miiziginden hig
hoslanmazdim. hoslaniyorum. |

Note: The interrogative is the regular interrogative of the verb to be in the past: -miydi?

Erken kalkar miydiniz? - Did you used to get up early?
Were you in the habit of getting up early?
Iger miydi? - Was he in the habit of drinking?

Did he drink? (formerly)
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 56

------ den beri (See lesson 42)
If we want to specify a period of time beginning sometime in the past and continuing up
to the present, we place -den beri after whatever marks the beginning of that period.

During this period the following happened or is happening.

Beginning | The Period | (This is the situation)

| |
Cuma | Cumadan beri | Cumadan beri bir yere gitmedim.
Sabah | Sabahtan beri | Sabahtan beri mektup yaziyor.
Bir ay | Bir aydan beri | Bir aydan beri buradayim.

|

But if the period begins from the time something has happened then we add ---digimden
beri, -diginizden beri, -digimizden beri, -diginden beri, etc., (depending upon who it was) to the
verb root. (See Grammar Analysis Lesson 48 and 50).

Beginning with the Up to now During this period the following has happened,
time that this happened | or is happening (this is the situation)

|
| |
Geldim. | geldigimden beri | Geldigimden beri kimseyi gérmedim.
Kalkt1. | kalktigindan beri | Kalktigindan beri telefonda.
Evinizi sattiniz. | evinizi sattiginiz- | Evinizi sattigimizdan beri bir yere
| |
| |
| |
| |

dan beri gitmek istemiyorsunuz.
Mektubu aldi. mektubu aldigin- Mektubu aldigindan beri pek
memnun. dan beri
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 57

1. -mis (imis)

We saw in lesson 52 that the suffix -mis added directly to the verb-stem was used to
indicate a past event which we have not witnessed. It is an event of which we have no personal
knowledge. Used this way it always refers to a past event.

a) When added to a noun, pronoun, or adjective -mis is not a suffix showing the

character of the action, but the non-witnessed form of the verb to be. Used in this
way -mis is either present or past.

Ahmet askermis. - Ahmet is a soldier.
Ahmet was a soldier.

Orada degilmis. - He isn’t there.
He wasn’t there.

b) When -mis (imis) is added to the tense-base, it indicates that the person making the
statement has no personal knowledge of the fact. This also refers either to present

or past.
gidiyor - he is going
(personal knowledge)
gidiyormus - he is going
(no personal knowledge) he was going
gidecek - he is going to leave
(personal knowledge) he is going to leave
gidecekmis - he was going to leave
(no personal knowledge)
gider - he goes
(personal knowledge)
gidermis - he goes
(no personal knowledge) he used to go
Example:
Siz her sabah beste kalkkarmigsiniz. -You get up at five every morning. (I hear)

-You used to get up at five every morning. (I hear)
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Note: -mis in gitmis iS never written separately.
In askermis, evdeymis, gidiyormus, gidecekmis etc., -mis may be written separately,
though usually it is not. -mis (the suffix form of imis) is the non-witnessed form of the verb
to be.

When imis is joined to the word preceding it, the first i is dropped and the vowel in -mis
agrees in harmony with the last vowel in the word to which it is joined. When the word
ends in a vowel, then a 'y is added before -mis. This is exactly what happens with -idi.

hasta idi - hasta imis
hasaydi - hastaymis

ogretmen idiniz Ogretmen imigsiniz

ogretmendiniz - Ogretmenmissiniz
gider idim - gider imisim
giderdim - gidermisim

Further examples of the use of imis

| was (am) a witness to the fact. I have no personal knowledge of the fact.
| know. | have heard or | hear. (surmise, etc.)

ogretmen - ogretmenmis

evde - evdeymis

oradaydi - oradaymis

talebesiniz - talebeymissiniz

uyuyor - uyuyormus

igiyorlar - iciyorlarms

cok gec yatar - cok gec yatarmus

ben de gidecegim - ben de gidecekmisim

diin beste mektup yaziyordu - diin beste mektup yaziyormus
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2. -erek
When a verb-stem has the suffix -erek, it indicates that the action:
A) occurs at the same time as the main action.
B) occurs before and leads up to the main action. This use of the -erek form is like the
-ip form.
C) conditions or indicates the manner of the main action. It is the chief instrument in
accomplishing the main action.

The -erek form, in itself, does not indicate tense or person. The main verb indicates this.

Okula yuriyerek geliriz.
Okula yuriyerek gelmisler.
Okula yuriyerek geliniz.
Okula yuriyerek gelecek.
Okula yuriyerek gelirsem

Ay is placed before -erek or -arak when the verb-stem ends in a vowel. This suffix is added
directly to the verb-stem.

kos - kosarak

yuri - yuruyerek

3. -misti
This form is added to the verb-stem when we want to stress the time relation of two
actions or states, both of which are in the past.
It represents a first action as completed before the second action, also in the past.
In everyday language, the past is often used instead of the past perfect unless we
want to stress the time relation, or when the use of the simple past might mislead.

Example: Ben o filmi gormistim. - | had seen this move.
This indicates that this same movie had been shown once before and that you had seen it
then.

Examples: Ben geldigim zaman gitmistin. - When | came, you had (already) gone.

Note: Here we cannot use ‘gitti’ for then it would mean ‘you went away when I came’; i.e., your
going away took place at the time of, or immediately following my arrival.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 58

The suffixes -di, -mis, -iyor, -ecek, -er indicate the character or type of the action.
With the exception of the —di, suffix they do not by themselves indicate any time.

-di:  Indicates that an action has taken place, is completed. It places the event or
condition unequivocally in the past (Witnessed. Personal knowledge).
Example:
Din geldi. - He came yesterday. (I saw him come.)

-mis: Indicates that an action has been completed. It does not indicate when this was or
will be completed. It also is the suffix indicating that the action is not witnessed,
that it is not personal knowledge.

Example:

Din gelmis. - He came yesterday. (I was not there. This is not
personal knowledge, | heard, | hear, etc.)

-iyor: Indicates
a) That an action is going on, that it is in progress. This is the suffix of duration.

Example:
Cay iciyor. - He is (now) drinking tea.
b) Repeated habitual action for the time being or for a limited time in the past.
Example:
™imdi beste kalkiyoruz.-  We are now (for the time being) getting up at
five. And by implication it means we didn’t
before and may not later, but we are for the
present.
c) A future event. But in order to have this meaning, a word which places the action

definitely in the future such as ‘yarin’ (tomorrow), ‘bu aksam’ (this evening) and
‘gelecek hafta’ (next week) must be used. When used in the future sense it indicates
a certainty or a pre-arrangement.
Example:
Vapur beste kalkiyor. - The boat leaves (is leaving, is going to leave)
at five.

-er Indicates that an action

a) Is a general truth.

Example: Iki kere iki dort eder. -Two times two make four.
b) Is habitual or customary.

Example: Kahvesine seker ve siit koymaz. -He does not put cream or sugar in his

coffee.

C) Is iterative.

Example: Daima ayni1 seyi tekrar eder. -He always repeats the same thing.
d) Is characteristic.

Example: Cok iyi piyano calar -He plays the piano very well.
e) Shows volition or willingness.

Example: Acaba gelir mi? -1 wonder if he will (is willing to)

come.
Giderim. -I’ll go. (I'm willing to go).
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5. -ecek:
Indicates that an action is to come, is expected or planned.
These characteristics hold true whether we are dealing with the present or whether
we imagine ourselves at some point in the past or the future.
The time of an action or tense of a verb is indicated by the personal ending -im, -
dim, imisim, or the auxiliary olacagim.

a) -im
When we say askerim, we state a fact that is true now. The ending -im indicates this.

b) -dim
When we say askerdim, we state a fact that was true in the past and by implication is
not true now. The ending -dim indicates this.

c) olacagim
When we say asker olacagim, we state a fact that will be true sometime in the future,
and again by implication is not true now.

d) -mis
When we askermis, we state a fact now or in the past of which we have no personal
knowledge.

Examples:

When we use the suffix —iyor, we indicate an action in progress. But this does not indicate
whether it is a present condition or a past condition. -iyor by itself does not give us sufficient
information. Only the personal ending indicates this.

Iciyorum - | am now drinking.
Igiyordum - | was drinking.
Iciyormus - He is or was drinking. (This is not personal

knowledge)

The -er suffix indicates a habitual action. But we do not know whether it is a present or
past habit. The personal ending indicates this.

icerim - present habit
icerdim - past habit
icermis - present or past habit (not personal knowledge)
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-ecekti (-ecek + -ti)

This indicates that plans for some future action were made sometime in the past. This
future action, in reference to the present, may actually be in the (1) past or in the (2) future

Example:
For (1) Gegen Cuma gidecekti. - He was to go last Friday.
For (2) Gelecek Cuma gidecekti - He was to go this coming Friday.

As can be seen from the examples above, there is a strong implication that something
prevented, or is likely to prevent these plans from materializing. This form is sometimes used
when there is some uncertainty as to the fulfilment of an event either in the past or future.

Bu sabah telefon edecekti. - He was to phone this morning.
Mektubu yarin yazacaktim. - | was going to write the letter tomorrow.

Time and Tense

If we consider the notion or nature of time as an experience apart from language, we will see that it
is divided into two main parts, the past and future. Between these two lies the present - the now.
The present may be conceived of as a boundary of some duration dividing the past from the future.

We are quite clear about the past and future: but to determine what is present is more
difficult. What we call the present is determined more by the unity and character of the action than
by its duration.

The following personal suffixes -im, -dim, (idim), -misim (imisim) and the future form of
the verb ‘to be’ olacagim are used to indicate these time distinctions. They are used with nouns,
pronouns, adjectives and adverbs as well as verbal forms showing aspect, character or mood.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 59

1. -ecegi zaman

We saw in Lesson 48 that in answer to ‘Ne zaman?’ we can either indicate the hour, day,
month or year the event occurred, or another event which occurred at the same time.

If we determine the ‘when’ by some other event, we add -digi zaman directly to the stem of
the verb indicating that event.

Ders bittigi zaman eve gittik.
Ders bittigi zaman eve gideriz.
Ders bittigi zaman eve gidecegiz.

To the question, ‘Ne zaman eve gittiniz? gidersiniz? or gideceksiniz?’ the answer is ‘Ders
bittigi zaman.” In the three examples above the fact is that the lesson was over when these other
things took place.

If we want to indicate that something occurred before the lesson was over or just as it was
about to end we use -ecegi zaman: which we add to the stem of the verb bit- in this case. If the
bell rang as the lesson was about to end we say, ‘Ders tam bitecegi zaman zil ¢aldi.’

Or we can put it in the form of a prediction and say ‘You’ll see, the bell will ring just as the
lesson is about to end.’

Goreceksin, ders tam bitecegi zaman zil galacak.
Or it might be something that happens quite frequently then we say:
Ekseriya, ders tam bitecegi zaman zil calar.

But in every one of the examples given above, the bell rings before the lesson is over. The

lesson is about to end when the bell rings.

2. -mis olan (-mis)

In Lesson 41 and 43 we saw that in order to identify or describe a person or object by what
he, she or it did, does, or is doing we use the suffix -(y)en added directly to the stem of the verb
indicating the action, and to identify a person or object with what he, or it, is going to do by the
suffix -ecek or -ecek olan added to the verb-stem.

The verb-stem + -(y)en is the present participle. The verb-stem + -(y)ecek is the future
participle.

To identify or describe a person who has or had done something in the past, we use -mis or
-mis olan added to the verb-stem indicating that action.

Bu filmi gérmiis olanlar - Those who have seen this
ellerini kaldirsinlar. movie raise their hands.

The meaning here is that the movie (now being shown or about to be shown) was shown
once before, and that those who saw it then should raise their hands.

The verb-stem + -mis is the perfect participle. It denotes result of an action in the past. It
corresponds to the -misti form of the verb.
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Usually instead of the bare participle -mis we use the -mis olan.
bunu okumus kimseler
(or)

bunu okumus olan kimseler

These are practically identical in meaning.
gidecek talebeler

Compare:
gidecek olan talebeler

3. Yavas yavas
In Turkish, adjectives can be used as adverbs.

Iyi gocuk - a good child
Iyi yaziyor. - He writes well.
guzel cicek - a beautiful flower

Guzel kokuyor. It smells beautiful.

agir kutu - a heavy box
Agir yurayelim. Let’s walk slowly.

When an adverb is doubled, there is an intensification in the meaning.

Erken yola ¢iktik. - We started our journey early.
Erken erken yola ¢iktik. - We started our journey quite early.
Cabuk yurayelim. - Let’s walk quickly.

Cabuk ¢abuk yiiriiyorlardi. - They were walking very quickly.

Yavas yavas konusunuz. Speak very slowly.
4, Araya araya
Sometimes this doubling (yiiriiye yliriiye, kosa kosa), especially when derived from

verbs, is not an intensification but gives an idea of ‘all the way’ or a manner that seems to be
present all during the main activity.

Ite ite agtim. - | pushed and pushed it open.

Yulriye yuraye gittik. We walked all the way.

Kosa kosa geldi. - He came running.

Vura vura kirdi. - He broke it after repeated blows.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 60

-iyorsa
We saw in lesson 44 that the condition upon which the principal action hinges is indicated
by adding -sem (-sen, -se, etc.) to the word indicating the condition.
This condition may be:
1. An event still in the future, but the occurrence of which is problematic. We
use the aorist base + -se > gider + -se.

2. A state, condition, location etc. concerning which we are in the dark, we use
the noun, adjective, adverb etc. with the suffix -se.
Ogretmense evdeyse hastaysa

For present activity concerning which we have no definite knowledge, we use the
progressive base + -se.

uyuyor + -sa - if he is sleeping
Cocuklar uyuyorsa - You may go if the children are
gidebilirsin. sleeping.

This means that you may go on condition the children are sleeping. We don’t know
whether they are sleeping or not, but if they are, then you may go.
Of course the verb can be in the negative as well.

Bir sey yapmyorsa, gelsin - If he is not doing anything, let him
gelsin beni gorsin. come and see me.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 61

1. -eli

This form is very similar to -den beri (see Lesson 56)

To specify a period of time beginning with some action in the past and continuing up to
the present, we place -eli after the verb-stem indicating that action.

Buraya geleli hi¢ nezle olmadim. - I haven’t had a cold since I came here.

Evi satal l¢ defa apartman degistirdim. - Since | sold the house, | have changed
apartments three times.

The -eli suffix can only be used with a verb-stem. This is one of the points in which it
differs from the -den beri form.

The other important difference is that the -eli form is used when the whole period is
measured, and not the activity during that period.

Ali igini birakali {i¢ ay oluyor. - It is three months now since Ali quit his
job.
-eli marks the beginning of a period. It does not indicate person or take personal endings.
If the subject of the verb with -eli is other than the subject of the main clause, it should be indicated
by the appropriate noun or pronoun.

Sen gideli hig bir seyde zevk kalmadi. - Since you have gone there is no joy left
in anything.

A second characteristic of this form is that it can be used with a negative verb.

Ondan mektup almayal ka¢ ay oluyor? - How long has it been since you
last heard from him?
2. -digi icin
Begenmedigim i¢in satin almadim. - I didn’t buy it because I didn’t like it.

The subordinate clause with -digim icin contains the cause or reason, the principal
proposition the result or consequence.

In construction, it is similar to the forms -digim zaman (Lesson 48) and -digim sey (Lesson
50).

This form is best understood when contrasted with -mek icin (Lesson 22).
Compare

1. Erken kalkmak icin dokuzda yattim. - In order to get up early | went to bed at nine.

2. Erken kaltigim icin dokuzda yattim. - Because | got up early | went to bed at nine.

In both 1 and 2, | state the fact that | went to bed at nine.
In sentence 1, | had a purpose in going to bed at nine. In sentence 2, my going to bed at
nine was the result of my getting up early.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 62

Passive:
1. Why do we use the passive?
2. Does the passive have a distinct form?

We must distinguish the purpose of the passive (syntactic category).
Let us take the first question.
Why do we use the passive? We use the passive when we do not want to mention, do not
know or are not concerned with or interested in the active agent.
Suppose we are concerned about a letter. Now we know that somebody wrote that letter. If
we are interested in that somebody we are likely to ask:
Who wrote the letter?
Did so and so write the letter?
When did he write the letter?
Where, why or how did he write the letter?

In answer to all of these, we use the active form of the verb in Turkish. If however, we are
interested mainly in the letter, (regardless of who wrote it) we ask:
When was the letter written?
Where, why or to whom was the letter written?

Of course, we can say (both in English and Turkish) ‘By whom was the letter written?” But
that is simply an extension of the passive form; it not really necessary except in very subtle
distinctions of tone, color and emphasis. It is much more direct and simple to say, ‘who wrote the
letter?’

The answer to the second question: Does the passive have a distinct form? The answer is
yes. Always.

This is not true in English. If we take the two sentences

He sells the book.
The book sells well.

the verb is unchanged. But the first sentence has an active sense, the second a passive one.

This does not happen in Turkish.

The passive form.
Rule: To make a verb passive we add (1) -il, (2) -in, or (3) -n, to the root.

(1)  If the root ends in any consonant other than | we add il (-1, -0l, -ul)

Examples:  vermek - verilmek gormek - gorulmek
yapmak - yapilmak icmek - icilmek
2 If the roots end with the letter | we add -in (-in, -Un, -un).
Examples: almak - akinmak bilmek - bilinmek
bulmak - bulunmak silmek - silinmek
gllmek - gilinmek

(3) If the root ends in a vowel we add -n.
Examples: yemek - yenmek korumak - korunmak
aramak - aranmak sOylemek sOylenmek
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Note:

Since this form with the n or in is identical to the reflexive form, (see note below)
sometimes an -il is added after -in or -n to avoid confusion. Soylenmek for example, can mean to
mutter to oneself. So if there is any chance of confusion we add an -il and make soylenilmek,
which is unmistakably passive.

To form the negative, we add the negative suffix -me or -ma after the -il.

‘Boyle seyler soylenilmez.” Such things are not said. Of course, ‘Boyle seyler
sOylenmez’is equally clear.

Kapilar alt1 buguktan sonra agiliyor. - The doors are being opened after 6:30.

Any suffix indicating character, tense or mood may be added after the -il:

yapiliyor
yapilacakti
yapilmaisti
yapilirdi
yapildi m1?

Note on Reflexive:
How formed:

The reflexive is formed by adding -n to words ending in a vowel and -in, -1n, -Un, -un, to
words ending in a consonant.

yikamak - yikanmak - to wash up

soylemek - soylenmek - to mutter to oneself
temizlemek - temizlenmek - to clean up

giymek - giyinmek - to dress (to get dressed)
soymak - soyunmak - to undress (to get undressed)
gezmek - gezinmek - to take a stroll

How used:  (How it functions)
The reflexive root is an independent root. It can take all suffixes:
e.g., yitkanmak.
Tense or modal suffixes. yikaniyor, yikanmsti, yikanacaksaniz, etc.
Participles: yikanan, yikanacak olan, etc.

Where used: (what notion it carries).
This form is used when the subject acts upon itself.

giyinmek - to dress oneself
soyunmak - to undress oneself
yikanmak - to wash oneself (to wash up)
Advice:
e This information about the reflexive is given to enable you to recognize the form when you
see it.

e Although it is an active and living form, it is safer to treat it as a vocabulary item.
e Do not create reflexive forms on your own.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 63
1. -digi halde:

Her tarafi aradigimiz halde ciizdan1 bulamadik. -Although we searched everywhere we
couldn’t find the wallet.

The fact indicated by the clause with the suffix -digimiz halde is conceded (we searched
everywhere). However, this does not alter the outcome in the principal proposition. (We couldn’t
find the wallet.)

Orada olmadigim halde ne yaptiklarini biliyorum.- Although I wasn’t there, I know what they did.

I admit that [ wasn’t there, and yet [ know what they did. My not being there has in no way
prevented my knowing what they did.

This suffix is similar in form and construction to -digi zaman (See Lesson 48) and -digi i¢in
(see Lesson 61). Subject of the clause of concession is indicated by the possessive ending after -
dik, -digim halde, -digimiz halde, -dikleri halde, etc.

2. -misse

The condition upon which the principal action hinges is indicated by adding -sem (-sen, -se,
-sek etc.) to the word showing the condition. (See Grammar Analysis, Lesson 60).

It can also be added to any verb base.

The progressive base - gidiyorsa
aorist base - giderse
past base - gittiyse
-mis base - gitmisse
future base - gidecekse

When we make a condition it means we are not certain whether that condition will be or has
been fulfilled. Because of this element of uncertainty inherent in the conditional form, the
distinction between the witnessed and not witnessed forms are not so clear cut.

However there is a slight difference.

Gitmisse - If he has gone, or if you find out that he has gone.
Gittiyse - If he has gone, or if you know for certain that he is gone, i.e., if you
saw him go.
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3. -ecegi icin

If the principal proposition is a result of consequence of some condition or action
contemporaneous with it, or of some condition or action in the past or some habitual recurring
condition or action, we use the -digi i¢in form.

If the principal proposition is an action which is the result of something which is going to
happen, then we use the -ecegi i¢in form.

Yarin sabah erkenden hareket edecegimiz icin - Since we are leaving early tomorrow
bulagiklar1 bu aksam bitirelim. morning let’s finish the dirty dishes
tonight.
Bu hafta sonu burada olmayacagim i¢cin - Since I’'m not going to be here this weekend
piknige obiir hafta gideriz, olur mu? we’ll go for a picnic the week following, OK?
Note:

No matter how these ideas are expressed in English so long as it is the purpose, we use
-mek icin. If it is the pure result, we use -digi i¢in or -ecegi icin.

Examples:
Treni kagirmamak icin erken gittiler. - They went early so they wouldn’t miss the train.
(purpose)

Erken gittikleri icin iyi bir yer buldular. - They went early, so they got a good seat.
(pure result)
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 64

-seydi (-se + idi)
In the conditional, we feel that we are dealing with an actual problem. Take the following
sentence:

Mektubu bulduysa hemen gondersin. - If he has found the letter, let him send it at once.

Here we are dealing with facts or possible facts which are capable of affecting our everyday
actions or decisions. They affect our practical life.
Let us now take the statement:

Mektubu bulsaydim hemen gonderirdim. - Had | found the letter | would have sent it at
once.

Here we are dealing with something that never occurred. It is contrary to fact. Itisa
theoretical problem. Such a statement may give us an insight into the speaker’s character but it has
no practical value as far as that particular event is concerned.

The suffix -seydim or -saydim is added directly to the verb-stem.

Note:
Be very careful to distinguish this form from the past conditional -diysem. There is a
certain similarity and it is easy to confuse them if one is not careful

Contrary to fact - -seydim
Past conditional - -diysem

The second half of the sentence following -seydim always has -erdim or -ecektim.

1) Gitseydim gorurdim. - Had I gone | would have seen him.
(2 Gitseydim gorecektim- Had I gone | was going to see him.

In sentence (1) we use goriirdim to show what would have been the most likely thing for
us to do.

In sentence (2) we use gérecektim to indicate that we had planned or made arrangements
to see him.

the -erdim form (sentence 1) is far more common. The situation that is expressed through
that form is far more frequently met with.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 65

Indirect Discourse:

In direct discourse we give the words exactly as they are spoken.

In indirect discourse the words are changed and adapted to the situation in which they are
quoted.

When we introduce the words of a person exactly as they were spoken, we use demek (to
say) or an adverbial form of demek, diye (saying).
Example: ‘Ne yapiyorsunuz?’ dedi. - ‘What are you doing?’ he said.

‘Nereye gidiyorsunuz?’diye sordu. - He questioned me saying,
‘Where are you going?’

In direct discourse, only ‘demek’ or ‘diye’ is used.
In indirect discourse, ‘demek’ is never used. Instead we use ‘soylemek’ (to say, to tell) or
a verb which means to report, inform, communicate, record, question, inquire.

If we are reporting or communicating (writing, phoning etc.) an event which occurred in
the past, is occurring in the present or occurs habitually or regularly, we use the -dik form of the
verb (with the possessive ending) plus the case ending required by the main verb in the sentence.

(Direct) ‘Geldim’, dedim. - ‘I came’, I said.

(Indirect) Geldigimi soyledim. | said that | came.

(1told them of my coming)
Let him say, ‘We went’.
Let him tell them that we have gone.

(Direct) ‘Gittik’ desin.
(Indirect) Onlara gittigimizi sOylesin.

Unlike English, the tense or mood of the main verb, here sdylesin does not affect the -dik form.

The -dik form is used if (1) the event occurs habitually, (2) has occurred in the past or
(3) is occurring now. The subject of the clause is indicated by the possessive suffix after -dik.

The subject of the clause always has the -in ending. Get into the habit of automatically
putting the -in suffix after the subject of the clause.

Example: (Direct) ‘Ahmet geldi’ dedi.
(Indirect) Ahmet’in geldigini sdyledim.
(Direct) ‘Ogretmen, Ali’ye yeni bir kitap verdi’ diyor.

(Indirect) Ogretmenin Ali’ye yeni bir kitap verdigini sdyliiyor.

This construction is very similar to all -dik forms.

See  Lesson 48 geldigim zaman
Lesson 50 verdigim kalem
Lesson 56 geldigimden beri
Lesson 61 geldigim i¢in

For any future event whether expressed with the aorist (giderim) or future (gidecegim) the
form -ecek is used.
‘Iki giin sonra gelirim’ dedi. (becomes) iki giin sonra gelecegini sdyledi.
‘Ahmet bu aksam bizde kalmayacak’ dedim. (becomes) Ahmet’in bu aksam bizde
kalmayacagini soyledi.

Note: This is very similar to forms discussed in Lessons 59 and 63.
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Shifting of persons

The same rule is followed as in English. If one visualizes the situation and remembers to
whom and of whom one is speaking, the shifting of persons won’t be too difficult.

One important point, however, must be kept in mind. In a sentence where a third person is
mentioned the pronoun onun always refers to a fourth person. This is so both in direct and
indirect speech.

Example: Ahmet onun parmagini kesti. means Ahmet cut his finger.

(i.e., some person other than Ahmet)

Ahmet parmagimi kesti. means Ahmet cut his finger. (his own finger)

It makes no difference whether the ‘witnessed’ or the ‘non-witnessed’ form has been used
in direct discourse. In indirect discourse, only one form is used, i.e., the (-dik) ending for past,
present, and aorist and the (-ecek) ending for the future. Remember that by future is meant the
notional future, for both the present and aorist may indicate future; the ending then will of course

be (-ecek).
Example: “Yarin gidiyormus’ dedi.
Yarin gidecegini sdyledi.
‘Bunu sonra yaparim’ dedi.
Bunu sonra yapacagini soyledi.
Examples:
Direct Indirect
1. ‘Ahmet geldi’ dedi. 1. Ahmet’in geldigini sOyledi.
‘Ahmet gelmis’ dedi. Ahmet’in geldigini sOyledi.
2. ‘Ahmet her giin beste kalkar’ dedi. 2. Ahmet’in her giin beste kalktigim soyledi.
‘Ahmet her giin beste kalkarmis’ dedi. Ahmet’in her giin beste kalktigim soyledi.
3. ‘Ahmet kahve iciyor’ dedi. 3. Ahmet’in kahve ictigini soyledi.
‘Ahmet kahve i¢ciyormus’ dedi. Ahmet’in kahve ictigini soyledi.
4. ‘Ahmet Ankara’ya gidecek’ dedi. 4. Ahmet’in Ankara’ya gidecegini soyledi.

‘Ahmet Ankara’ya gidecekmis’ dedi. Ahmet’in Ankara’ya gidecegini sOyledi.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 66

Questions In Indirect Discourse

Questions are of two kinds:

A. A request for some new information. The kind of information we are looking for is
indicated by a pronoun such as : kim, ne, hangi, kag, or some form of these pronouns: kimin,
kimde, ni¢in, nerede, nesi, hangimiz, hangisinde, kacta, kaci.

B. A question which calls for agreement or disagreement. This is the ‘yes’ or ‘no’
type; the (-mi) type of question. In asking this type of question what we want is verification.

1. The first type of interrogative sentence is handled in the same way as the direct statement.
The verbal forms are the same.

Examples:
A B.

Direct Discourse Indirect Discourse

(Statement)  ‘Kalemi ald1’, dedim Kalemi aldigini soyledim.

(Question)  ‘Ne aldi1?’ diye sordum. Ne aldigini sordum.

(Statement)  ‘Kaya mektubu bana Kaya’nin mektubu bana gosterdigini
gosterdi’ dedim. sOyledim.

(Question)  ‘Kaya mektubu kime Kaya’nin mektubu kime gosterdigini
gosterdi?’ diye sordum. sordum.

(Statement)  ‘Bunu kimse gormemis’ dedi. Bunu kimsenin gormedigini soyledi.

(Question) ‘Bunu kag kisi gormemis?’ Bunu kag kisinin goriimedigini sordu.
diye sordu.

2. In the second type of interrogative sentence, the (-mi) question (‘yes’ or ‘no’ type) any

element in the sentence may be questioned.
In this lesson, we are going to deal with the interrogative sentence where the verb has the (-
mi) particle.

Example:
Gitti mi? Did he go?
Ali yarin okula gidecek mi? Is Ali going to school tomorrow?

In the indirect form this type of question inquires whether or not a certain act took place (is
taking place or will take place etc.) Since the idea is ‘did he or did he not?’ Turkish renders this:
gidip gitmedigini
gidip gitmeyecegini
In every other respect it is exactly like the other indirect forms.
Example:
‘Ali, Tom’a mektubu verdi mi?’ diye sordu.
Ali’nin, Tom’a mektubu verip vemedigini sordu.
The first part of this form is always the ver base + -ip whether it is followed by the -dik or -
ecek form. The second part is always negative.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 67
Intransitive And Transitive Verbs

Intransitive: In intransitive verbs, the action involves the subject only; no person or
object other than the subject is directly involved..

Transitive:  In transitive verbs, there is always a person or object other than the subject
that is directly involved.

In English the form of a verb does not usually indicate whether it is used transitively or
intransitively.

Examples:
A B
Intransitive Transitive
The cake cuts easily. John cuts the cake.
The dogs walk. Walk the dogs.
The workers struck. He struck the worker.
The fire caught rapidly. He caught a bird.

In Turkish, we always distinguish between the transitive and intransitive forms of the verb.

Compare the following pairs in English.

Intransitive  / sit rise fall lie
Transitive / set raise fell lay
A B
Intransitive Transitive
Lie down. Lay the books on the table.
He fell. He felled trees all day.

Compare with:

Kopekler kosuyor. Kopekleri kosturuyor.

(The dogs are running.) (He is making the dogs run.)
Fincan distii. Fincan1 dastrda.

(The cup fell.) (He dropped the cup.)

Note: Some transitive verbs can be used without an object. They are then said to be used
‘absolutely’, or if you like, intransitively. When used ‘absolutely’ these verbs have a slightly
different meaning however. Furthermore there is always an object involved.

Examples:
Cok icer. - He drinks a lot.
Iyi okur. - He reads well.
Ona yazdim. - | wrote to him.



DLI Basic Grammar Supplement, p. 79

Note: There are some verbs which take the transitive (or causative) suffix without becoming
transitive.

Examples
sasmak - to be astonished, amazed
sasirmak - to get confused
azmak - to become worse
azitmak - to get out of hand
sapmak - to deviate, to turn (left or right)
sapitmak - to go mad, to talk nonsense

One thing must be remembered however. Intransitive verbs cannot have a direct object
in Turkish. However, in determining transitivity, meaning must also be considered.

How are Intransitive verbs made Transitive?

Rule: 1 Generally -dir (-dir, -dur, -dur) or -tir (-tir, -tur, -ttr) is added to the root.
(Intransitive) kosmak - to run
(Transitive) kosturmak - to run (with objects)
(Intransitive) durmak - to stop
(Transitive) durdurmak - to stop (something, someone etc.)
(Intransitive) donmek - to turn
(Transitive) dondirmek - to turn (something, someone etc.)
Rule: 2 Roots ending in p, ¢, t, or s take -ir (-ir, -Ur, -ur,).
(Intransitive) bitmek - to be finished
(Transitive) bitirmek - to finish, to end (something, or someone etc.)
(Intransitive) kagmak - to escape
(Transitive) kagirmak - to let escape
(Intransitive) pismek - to be cooked
(Transitive) pisirmek - to cook (something)

Note: However, this rule is not consistent. We have, as in the example in (Rule 1), kos which
becomes kostur not kosur, tut, tuttur, yap, yaptir, ag, agtir etc.

Rule: 3 Roots of more than one syllable ending in a vowel take (-t).
(Intransitive) blyltmek - to grow
(Transitive) blyutmek - to grow (something), to make grow

Roots of one syllable ending in a vowel take (-dir)

yemek becomes yedirmek
demek becomes dedirtmek
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Rule: 4 Roots of more than one syllable ending in r, or | take (-t) (generally)

(Intransitive)
(Transitive)

(Intransitive)
(Transitive)

(Intransitive)
(Transitive)

diizelmek
dizeltmek

kisalmak
kiszaltmak

cogalmak
cogaltmak

to be improved
to improve (something)

to become short, to shorten
to shorten (something)

to be increased
to increase (something)

Note: There are a few monosyllables ending in k which take -it (-1t, -Ut, -ut).

(Intransitive)
(Transitive)

(Intransitive)
(Transitive)

(Intransitive)
(Transitive)

(Intransitive)
(Transitive)

korkmak
korkutmak

akmak
akitmak

kokmak
kokutmak

urkmek
urkiatmek

to be afraid
to frighten

to flow
to cause to flow, to let the water run

to smell
to cause to smell

to be startled
to startle a person
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 69

1. -meli
This suffix is used whenever we want to convey a feeling of compulsion, obligation or
constraint; there is a conviction that this is what should be done.

Examples:
Daha ¢ok ¢alismaliyim. - | ought to study more.
Kendini fazla yormamahsin. - You must not get over tired.
Yarin sabah erkenden yola ¢ikmaliyiz. - We must set off early tomorrow morning.
Ceketin illar1 biraz daha uzun olmal. - The arms of the jacket must be (ought to be) a
little longer.
How formed:

The suffix -meli or mah is added to the verb root or base followed by the verb “to be”. So, in
actual practice we add -meliyim, -milisin, -meli etc. or -maliyim, -malisin, -mali, etc.

2. -meliydi:
When -meli is in the past (e.g., -meliydim) it indicates something one should have done
but did not do.

Examples:
Bu mektubu diin géndermeliydin. - You should have sent this letter yesterday.
Onu biz de gormeliydik. - We should have seen it too.

To make -meli past, we add -idim instead of -dim or idim combined with -meli or -mah
gives -meliydim or -maliydim. This is added to the root or base.

al e almahiydim

gonder --------------- gondermeliydik

yapma --------------- yapmamaliydin
3. Comparing (-meliydim) with (-mem lazimdi):

-meliydim, nearly always implies something one has not done, together with a feeling that
one should have done it. -mem lazimdi indicates something you had to do in the past and did.
(Some instances you didn’t)

Note: Certain literary forms where this is not strictly adhered to are not here taken into
account.

In answer to ‘Nigin gittin?” We say ‘Gitmem lazimdi.’ (I had to). Not ‘Gitmeliydim.’ (I
should have.)

However it is possible to use (-mem lazimdi) to mean both:
| had to and did
| needed to but did not.

Examples:
1. Gitmem lazimdi de onun i¢in gittim. - | had to go that is why | went.
2. Gitmem lazimd fakat gidemedim. - | needed to go but could not.

It is important to remember that for gitmem lazimda in EX. 2, we may substitute
gitmeliydim; but for gitmem lazimdi in Ex. 1, we cannot.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 70

Indirect Discourse of olmak (-im, degilim) and (var, yok).

1. Olmak
The subject of the clause always takes the (-in) possession ending in indirect discourse.
Examples:  ‘Erol asker’ dedi. Erol’un asker oldugunu sdyledi.
‘Talebeler smifta degil” dedim Talebelerin sinifta olmadigini séyledim.
In the present -im £} askerim
in the past (witnessed) -dim (idim) £} askerdim
in the past (not witnessed)  -misim (imigim) EY askermisim

All become —oldugumu.
Of course, the ending -dugu changes with the person, (-sin -din) etc. will become (oldugunu) and
so on. (See lesson 65)

e In the negative, degilim, degildim, degilmisim will become (olmadigimi)
e In the interrogative, -miyim, -miydim, -miymisim will become (olup olmadigimi)

a) Examples for Affirmative:
Direct - ‘Askerim’ dedim
Indirect - Asker oldugumu soyledim.
Direct - ‘Gegen sene tegmendi.” dedim.
Indirect - Gegen sene tegmen oldugumu séyledim.
Direct - “Yalman 6gretminizmis.” diyor.
Indirect - Yalman’in dgretmeniniz oldugunu sdyliiyor.
b) Examples for Negative:
Direct - ‘Ali hasta degil.” dedi.
Indirect - Ali’nin hasta olmadigini sdyledi.
Direct - ‘Diin evde degildi.” dedi.
Indirect - Diin evde olmadigni sdyledi.
Direct - ‘Pek zengin degilmis.’ dedi.
Indirect - Pek zengin olmadigimi soyledi.
C) Examples for Interrogative:
Direct - ‘Ali hasta m1?” diye sordu.
Direct - ‘Ali hasta degil mi?’ diye sordu.
Indirect - Ali’nin hasta olup olmadigini sordu.
Direct - ‘Diin evde miydi?’ diye sordu.
Direct - ‘Diin evde degil miydi?’ diye sordu.
Indirect - Diin evde olup olmadigini sordu.

Compare Grammar Analysis in Lesson 65.
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2. Var, Yok
Whether var and yok indicate possession or mere being, the construction is the same.
Var and yok disappear and in their place oldugunu and olmadigini is used.

Examples for Possession:

Direct - ‘Hasan’im bir kitab1 var.” dedim.
Indirect - Hasan’1n bir kitab1 oldugunu séyledim.
Direct - ‘Hasan’da bir kitap var.” dedim.
Indirect - Hasan’da bir kitap oldugunu séyledim.

If you compare the section before var in these two groups you will notice that both
in the Direct and Indirect they are identical.

Note: This same condition will obtain in:

1. The negative form
2. The interrogative form
3. Whether we have var, vardi or varms
a) Examples for Negative:
Direct - ‘Hasan’1n kitab1 yok.” dedi.
Indirect - Hasan’1n kitab1 olmadigini sdyledi.
Direct - ‘Hasan’da kitap yok.” dedi.
Indirect - Hasan’da kitap olmadigini sdyledi.
b) Examples for Interrogative:
Direct - ‘Hasan’1n kitab1 var m1?’ diye sordu.
Indirect - Hasan’1n kitab1 olup olmadigini sordu.
Direct - ‘Hasan’1n kitab1 yok m1?’ diye sordu.
Indirect - Hasan’1n kitab1 olup olmadigini sordu.
c) Examples for var, vardr and varms:
Direct - 1. ‘Hasan’da bir kitap var.” dedi.

2. ‘Hasan’da bir kitap vardi.” dedi.
3. ‘Hasan’da bir kitap varmis.” dedi.
Indirect - Hasan’da bir kitap oldugunu soyledi.

All three become oldugunu soyledi.
The interrogative for all three will, of course, be olup olmadigini.

Note this difference:
Direct - ‘Hasan’da kitap yok.’ dedi.

Indirect - Hasan’da Kitap olmadigini soyledi.
Direct - ‘Kitap Hasan’da degil.’ dedi.
Indirect - Kitabin Hasan’da olmadigini soyledi.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 71
Reciprocal:

How formed:
Roots ending in a vowel take -s
Roots ending in a consonant take -is, (1§, us, is)

What it indicates:
This form indicates that an action is:
1. Mutually exchanged (two people or two parties)

2. Done in cooperation (group)
Example:
1. Bakistik We exchanged glances.
2. Cocuklar bahgede kosusuyorlar. The children are running around in the garden.
3. Gulistuler. There was general laughter. (They all laughed)

There is a latent feeling that the activity of the several participants affect each other. If we
have one boy running around at one end of the garden and another boy running around by
himself at the other end, we would not describe this as kosusuyorlar. There has to be and
element of running after each other or chasing each other before it can be described as
kosusmak. Take the following line: O ge¢mis giinlere aglasalim gel. The may be
translated, ‘Come let us weep together for those bygone days.’, but it also indicates that the
weeping of one will affect the other, that they will aggravate each other’s sorrow, otherwise
aglayalim would have been used instead of aglasalim.

Note: This is a very tricky form to handle and not every verb lends itself to it. It
would be advisable for the student to learn the verbs most commonly used with the
reciprocal form, and not try to coin new ones.

There are a number of verbs with this suffix which do not indicate a reciprocal action.
They indicate:

1. conjunction, union, attainment.
ilismek - to be attached, to molest
erismek - to reach
ulasmak - to arrive, to reach
bitismek - to join, to be along side touching
yapismak - to stick
yetismek - to reach, to catch, to be sufficient
2. effort, struggle, labor
ugrasmak - to struggle
calismak - to work, to try
cikismak - to scold
girismek - to undertake, to meddle
gelismek - to develop
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 72
Causative:

The causative is used when we want to indicate that an agent other than the person
initiating the action is involved.

The subject (A) is responsible and initiates the action, but the agent (B) actually does it.

The agent B, when mentioned, always has an (-y)a or (-y)e ending.

Example:
Gomlekleri yikadim. - | washed the shirts. (I myself did the washing.)
Gomlekleri yikattim. - I had the shirts washed. (Someone else did the
washing)
Gomlekleri hizmetciye yikattim - I had the maid wash the shirts.

How to form the Causative:
The causative suffix is identical to the one used to make transitive verbs out of
intransitive ones. (See Lesson 67.) As a matter of fact, there is an element of the
causative in the transitive form of verbs derived from the intransitive. You make
someone run, etc. If the active agent is some person or creature other than the
subject, we cannot strictly consider it to be causative. Therefore, in the strict sense,
only transitive verbs can be made causative.

1. To the roots of transitive verbs of more than one syllable ending in a vowel we add (-t)
aramak - aratmak
okumak - okutmak
taramak - taratmak

Note: Two very common verbs of one syllable ending in a vowel take -dir.

ye - yedirmek
de - dedirmek
2. Generally (-dir) or (-tir) is added to the root if it ends in a consonant.
vermek - to give
verdirmek - to have someone give
yazmak - to write
yazdirmak - to have soneone write
3. A large number of verb roots ending in (¢, t, p, or ) take -ir (-1r, -ur, -0r) instead of (-tir).
icmek - to drink
icirmek - to make or have someone drink

There are many exceptions to this rule.

yapmak - to do

yaptirmak - to have someone do

tutmak - to hold

tutturmak - to make someone (or something) hold
yutmak - to swallow

yuturmak - to make someone swallow
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4, Roots of more than one syllable ending in (r or I) usually take (-t).
Example:
getir - to bring
getirtmek - to have someone bring
oldur - to kill
oldirtmek - to have someone kill somebody

The two causative forms of (goturmek) do not mean the same thing.
gotirmek - to take or carry
gidermek - to cause to go away, to remove, to cause to disappear.

One also meets with a doubling of the causative suffix. In some cases a second agent is
implied but more often it merely intensifies the feeling to be conveyed. If the first causative ending
is (-tir or -ir), the second causative ending is merely (-t)

kullan - kullandir - kullandirt
ver - verdir - verdirt

If the first causative ending is (-t) then (-tir) is added.
ara - arat - arattir
soyle - sOylet - soylettir

The student can forget about this double ending. It is mentioned here merely to inform him
of the fact so that when he comes across it he will know what it is.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 73

Indirect Discourse

-digini, -ecegini; -mesini

Comparing and contrasting the -digini and -mesini forms.

Here are a few hints which may help to clarify the difference between these forms:

-dik- (-digini)
-ecek- (-ecegini)

-me- (-mesini)

I

|

Some action or state which is: | Some action or state which is:
perceived by the senses (definite) | an idea, a concept (indefinite)
experienceable | something desired

within the realm of actuality | a request, a proposition, a prospect

disclosed, revealed, or reported | an accomplishment, a skill

All these forms have possessive endings (alacagimiz -- your taking) followed by case endings
(alacaginizi -- object of verb). Vowel harmony applies.

Result of observation Result of will or desire
Yazdigini soyledi. Yazmasim soyledi.
He said that he was writing He told him to write.

or He said that he wrote.

Okudugunu biliyorum. Okumasim biliyorum.
I know that he reads. I know how to read.
or | know that he is reading.

Piyano c¢aldigim unutmustum. Piyano ¢almasim unutmustum.

I had forgotten that he played the piano. I had forgotten how to play the piano.
Bekledigini 6grendim. Beklemesini 6grendim.

I found out that he was waiting. I have learned how to wait.

or | found out that he waited.

The following are verbs that can only be used with -digini and -ecegini forms. These are activities
in which we are essentially observers:

duymak to hear, to sense
gizlemek to hide

gormek to see

haber almak to hear, to receive word
hissetmek, duymak  to feel

isitmek to hear

saklamak to hide

sanmak, zannetmek  to imagine, to think that...
sezmek to perceive, to discern, to sense
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The following are a few common verbs that can be used with both forms. Note the difference in
meaning when one or the other form is used. Compare with the suggestions given earlier.
soylemek
hatirlatmak, yansitmak
yazmak

The following are verbs which can only be used with the -mesini form. These activities involve the
will. They are directed to aims and ends.

arzu etmek to desire

emretmek, buyurmak to command

istemek to want

tavsiye etmek to recommend
oglitlemek to recommend

ihtar etmek to warn, to remind
uyarmak to warn, to remind
teklif etmek to suggest, to propose
Onermek to suggest, to propose
rica etmek to request

tenbih etmek to admonish
beklemek waiting for something to happen

When it is a question of skill (its acquirement, its possession or its loss) the verb indicating the
skills is always in the third person.
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 75

gelir gelmez

Form: The affirmative aorist tense-base followed by the negative.

Examples:
icer icmez
gorar gérmez
vanr varmaz
bulur bulmaz

The form of the suffix is determined by the stem. (See lesson 39 and 40)

Meaning: It places the main event immediately after the action indicated by the verb that
has the -er -mez suffix.
Examples:

Haberi alir almaz sana telefon ettim.

(I phoned you as soon as | got the news.)

Listeyi bitirir bitirmez sana veririm.
( I’ll give you the list as soon as I finish it.)

You will notice that the subject of the temporal clause is the same as the subject of the main
verb. However, if the subject of the clause is someone or something other than the subject
of the main verb it has to be indicated. (Compare -meden 6nce and -dikten sonra.)

Examples:
Su kaynar kaynamaz ocagi sondiir.
(As soon as the water boils turn off the stove.)

Ali gelir gelmez ona bu mektubu ver.
(As soon as Ali comes give him this letter.)
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Grammar Notes - Lesson 76

-nca (-ince)
An action (A) is followed by and is responsible for action (B). To indicate this we
add -inca to the root or stem of the verb representing A.

Example:
Beni goruince gilmeye basladi.
(When he saw me he began to laugh.)

How formed:
To the root or stem of the verb representing the action that is responsible for what
follows, we add -inca, -ince, -unca or -Unce. If the root or stem ends in a vowel a
(y) is placed before -1inca.

Example:

Okumaga baglayinca herkes sustu.
(When he began to read everybody stopped talking.)

Ben, ‘Iste geliyor!” diyince yerinden firlayip kapiya dogru kostu.
(When I said ‘There he comes!’ he sprang up and ran towards the door.)

Note: The suffix -inca does not indicate any tense or person. The main verb in the sentence
indiates the tense. If the subject of the verb with -1nca is other than the subject of the verb in the
main clause it must be indicated, unless the context makes this unmistakable.
Examples:
Paray1 alinca borcumu 6derim.
(When I get the money, I’ll pay my debt.)

Igeri girince hepimiz ayaga kalktik.
(When he entered we all stood up.)

Ali uyaninca hemen doktoru ¢agirdim.
(When Ali woke I immediately called the doctor.)

Otherwise the subject of the verb in the main clause will also be the subject of the verb with
the -ince suffix.
Example:
Beni goriince bana dogru kosmaya basladi.
(When she say me she began to run towards me.)

Note: When -inca is added to the negative root the meaning is ‘upon something failing to occur’
or ‘when a certain thing did not happen’ the information contained in the main clause occured.
Examples:

Ondan haber almayinca merak etmege basladim.

(When I didn’t get any news from him, I began to worry.)

Kapiyr agamayinca kirmaya mecbur oldular.
(When they couldn’t open the door, they were forced to break it down.)
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Insallah

If insallah is used with action in the present or past, it indicates a pious hope.
If used by itself in response to a statement, it generally means | hope so.
In the speech of pious people, it simply mean if God wills.

Insallah bir tehlike yoktur. | hope there is no danger.
Insallah unutmamssindir. I hope you haven’t forgotten.
Bizi belkliyordur insallah. | hope he is waiting for us.

For future events we usually use the -ir form with insallah. It is important to remember that the
verb -ir does not have -dir. This form indicates that the outcome or decision does not rest entirely
with us. Insallah becomes more of a statment of hope.

Insallah onu yarin ben de goririm.

For definite future plans -ecek is used with insallah. The course of the future action is already
decided upon, however we can never be certain of what tomorrow might bring. Here insallah
means ‘God willing.’

Yarin gidip onu gorecegim insallah.

If we want to express a wish for something not to happen and it is possible for this wish to be
realized, we use insallah with -mez.
Insallah yarin gelmez! I hope he doesn’t come tomorrow.
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-incaya kadar
How long did or will an action or state last? We can answer this question in four ways.

1. We can give the length of duration in minutes, hours, days, months, etc.
Example:
Sekiz saat uyudum. - | slept eight hours.
2. We can indicate that a certain hour, time of day or date marks the termination of the
action or state.
Example:
Saat onbire kadar uyudum. - | slept till eleven.
Ogleye kadar uyudum. - I slept till noon.
3. We can indicate that a certain location or point marks the termination of an activity.
Examples
Istanbul’dan Ortakdy’e kadar yiridik - We walked from Istanbul to Ortakdy.
Kitab1 bagindan sonuna kadar okudum. - 1 read the book from beginning to end.

This indicates the ground covered by the activity rather than the duration.
The question commonly asked is Nereye kadar?

This form may also be used to put (a limit to the amount allowed - quantity.)

Example:
Elli dolara kadar sarf edebilirsin. - You may spend up to fifty dollars.
4. We can indicate that a certain event marks the termination of the action or state.
Example:
Cocuklar beni uyandirincaya kadar uyumusum. - | must have slept till the children woke

me up.

To indicate that a certain event marks the termination of an action, we add -incaya kadar
to the stem or root of the verb denoting that event.
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Note: If the subject of the verb having -incaya kadar is other than the subject of the verb in the
main clause it must be indicated.

Examples:
Cocuklar eve dontinceye kadar uyamadik. - We didn’t go to bed till the children
returned home.
Haber alincaya kadar bekledim. - I waited till I received word.

Tense is indicated by the tense of the main verb. The form having -incaya kadar does not
change.

Examples:
Doyuncaya kadar yedim. - | ate till | was satisfied.
Doyuncaya kadar yesin. - Let him eat till he is satisfied.
Doyuncaya kadar yiyecegim. - I’m going to eat till | am satisfied.
Doyuncaya kadar yersen... - If you eat till you are satisfied...
Doyuncaya kadar yer. - He eats till he is satisfied.

Doyuncaya kadar yediysen...
Doyuncaya kadar yeseydin...

If you ate till you were satisfied...
Had you eaten till you were satisfied...

There is a common feature in all the examples given above; an operation which we
perform and which -e kadar represents that of putting a limit or a bound to an action, or fixing its
time or point of termination.

Notice that the form -e kadar and -incaya kadar corresponds to various ways of expressing
a situation in English.

Examples:
1. Eve kadar yirlyelim. - Let’s walk as far as the house.
2 Elli dolara kadar harcedebilirsin. - You may spend up to fifty dollars.
3. Ikiye kadar bekledim. - | waited till two.
4. Bese kadar gelir. - He will come by five.
5 Ben donlinceye kadar burada - Let him wait here until | come.
beklesin.
6. Bir haftaya kadar donerim. - I’1l be back within a week.

So, you see that -e kadar does not so much have a meaning which corresponds to various
expressions in English as a function which makes meaning.
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-diginden, -diginden dolay1
-eceginden, -eceginden dolay1

-diginden, -diginden dolay1

This form is used when some event or condition is given as the cause or reason for what follows.
The condition or event may be something that occured in the past, is occuring at the present time,
or is a habitual occurrence.

In meaning, -diginden is the same as -digi i¢in.
The possessive ending after -digi indicates the subject of the clause.

Gitmek istemediginden yollamadim. All mean:
Gitmek istemediginden dolay: yollamadim. Because he didn’t want to go I didn’t send him.
Gitmek istemedigi i¢cin yollamadim.

Hasta oldugumdan yarin okula gidemeyecegim.
Hasta oldugumdan dolay1 yarin okula gidemeyecegim.
Hasta oldugum icin yarin okula gidemeyecegim.

The suffix -diginden or -diginden dolay1 is added directly to the stem of the verb that represents
the event or condition.

otard may be used in place of dolay:
-diginden otiirii

-eceginden, -eceginden dolayi,

This is like -diginden, only the cause or reason is some future action or condition, or some
anticipated action.

Geleceginizden dolayi ¢ok seviniyorum.

| am very happy because you are coming.

Bir iki gline kadar doneceklerinden mektup yazmadim.
Since they were returning in a day or two | didn 't write to them.
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-mek and -mek icin

-mek

Ihtiyatli olmak iyidir. It is wise to be cautious.
but Onu Cumadan 6nce gérmemiz mimkiin degil.  It’s impossible for us to see him before
Friday.

You will notice that in the English translation of the second sentence, the infinitive to see has a
definite subject us. Because of this we introduce the clause by for...to. The student is apt to
transfer this to Turkish and use igin (i.e. gérmemiz i¢in) which is wrong in Turkish. The student
should watch this.

In the first sentence, the infinitive can be used without the for because the subject of the clause is
general or indefinite. This is an instance where the similarity of the two structures leads the
English-speaking student to carry the English idiom over into Turkish.

-mek i¢in is used only when we want to indicate the purpose of the action in the main clause.

Bunu 6grenmek i¢in ne yapmam lazim? What must | do to learn this?

Bunu 6grenmek is the goal we have in mind, the purpose of the activity we are concerned with.
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-digi gibi
-ecegi gibi
-digi gibi
Ona meseleyi sana anlattigim gibi anlat.  Explain it to him the way | explained it to you.
Sonug, bekledigimiz gibi ¢ikmadi. The results didn’t turn out as we expected.
-digi gibi is added directly to the verb-stem representing the action if the action is past, present, or

habitual.

The verb in the main clause can be in any tense or in any mood. It may be conditional, it may be a
request or a question, it may itself be a portion of a larger sentence; the -digi gibi does not change.

The only change in the -digi gibi form is the possessive ending after the -digi indicating the subject
of the clause ending in -digi gibi (-digim gibi, -diginiz gibi, -diklar1 gibi, etc).
-ecegi gibi

Sana gosterecegim gibi yaparsin. You’ll do it the way [’'m going to show you.

If the action or condition in the subordinate clause is to occur at some future time, -ecegi gibi is
added directly to the verb-stem representing the action.

This form functions exactly the same as -digi gibi in all respects.
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-digi kadar

-ecegi kadar

-digi kadar
Onu sevdigim kadar seni de seviyorum. I love you as much as | love him.
Yiyebildigi kadar yesin. Let him eat as much as he can.
Senin yazdigin kadar yazmamis. He hasn’t written as much as you have.

When the verb in the main clause is positive (seviyorum, yesin), the state or action is equal in
degree to that in the subordinate clause (i.e., the clause with the -digi kadar suffix).

When the verb in the main clause is negative (yazmamis), the action or condition is less in degree
that that in the subordinate clause.

-digi kadar is added directly to the verb-stem. The only substitution is the possessive ending added
to -digi. The kadar part remains constant.

The verb representing the action having the -digi kadar suffix may be in the habitual, past or
present forms.

The two forms -digi gibi and -digi kadar are very similar. The only difference is that -digi gibi
indicates a simple comparison. The action in the main clause is either like or unlike the action in
the subordinate clause.

The -digi kadar, on the other hand, represents the degree of likeness between the action in the
main clause and the action in the subordinate clause. It is either equal in degree (if the verb in the
main clause is positive) or less (if the verb in the main clause is negative.)

-ecegi kadar

Bir insan yalniz yiyecegi kadar yemek almali. One should take only as much food as
one intends to eat.

If the action or state in the subordinate clause is to occur at some future time, or represents
intention, -ecegi kadar is added directly to the verb-stem representing that action. This form
functions exactly as -digi kadar in all other respects.
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gidecek yer
yiyecek sey

Here gidecek is like a regular adjective rather than a verbal adjective as in gidecek olan adam. It
means a place to (a place to which one may go).

Yiyecek sey means something to eat

konusacak adam means a man to talk to
konusacak olan adam means the man who is going to talk

Notice that in konusacak olan adam, the man is the subject of konusacak. He is the man who is
going to do the talking.

In konusacak adam, the man is the object of the verbal adjective konusacak. He is the man one is
to talk to or talk with.

konusacak olan adam sometimes has another form - koenusacak adam - which is identical to the
form presented here. However, there are a number of ways in which the two can be differentiated.

If konusacak adam means a man who is to talk, konusacak retains the verbal power of having a
clause, i.e., it can have a direct or indirect object.

Bu aksam bizimle konusacak adamin ismini biliyor musun?

Do you know the name of the man who is to talk to us tonight?

If, on the other hand, konusacak adam means a man to talk to, konusacak is an objective and can
have no object.
Konusacak kimsem yok. | have no one to talk to.
This form is closer in meaning to the form gidecegim yer. The difference between these two forms
is that yer is a particular place to which a particular person or thing is going. Gidecegim is like
a verb and has a subject, and may have direct or indirect object as well as an adverbial clause.
gidecek yer if it means a place to go is an adjective and cannot change.

gidecegi yer means a certain place to which he is going. It has a possessive ending - gidecegi.



DLI Basic Grammar Supplement, p. 99

Grammar Notes - Lesson 100

Intensification of Adjectives

By adding m, p, r, or s to the first syllable of some words (or to the end of the word if it is a word
of one syllable) and placing the syllable so formed before the original word we get an
intensification meaning completely or all over.

1. If the word has more than one syllable and the first syllable ends in a vowel, we add m, p, r or
s to the first syllable and place it before the word.
yesil  ye-sil yemyesil
uzun  U-zun upuzun

2. If the word has more than one syllable and the first syllable ends in a consonant, we change
the consonantto m, p r or s.
ince in-ce ipince
baska bas - ka bambaska
Note: If the first syllable ends with m, p, r or s, we change it to one of the other three to avoid
repetition.
kirmizi kir - m1 - z1 kKipkirmizi

3. If the word has only one syllable, the final consonant is changed to m, p, r or s and repreated.
Note: There are almost no adjectives of one syllable ending in a vowel.

bos bombos

diz dimduz

mor mosmor

Since there is no definite rule as to which one of the four (m, p, r, s) may be used in these
combinations, a list of the more common ones are given below.

Colors
sari Sapsari
mavi masmavi
beyaz bembeyaz
siyah simsiyah
kara kapkara

Qualities
acik apacik
sik1 simsiki
tamam tastamam
kuru kupkuru
aydinlik  apaydinlik
sivri sipsivri

cabuk carcabuk

Sometimes an a or an e is placed after p:
sapasaglam
glpeginduiz
dUpediiz

Sometimes an 1l or il is added after r:
cirilgiplak

These words formed by repeating the first syllable are usually written as one word bombos.
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-den baska
-dikten baska

-den baska when added to nouns, pronouns and adjectives means apart from, besides, over and
above the particular item mentioned.

Bunu senden baska kimse bilmiyor.
No one knows this but you.

Oturup da beklemekten baska yapacak bir sey kalmadi.
There is nothing left to do but sit and wait.

-dikten baska is very similar in concept to -den baska. It is added to the verb-stem. The idea is
apart from having done, besides doing, or besides being. The form of -dikten baska does not
change. The subject of the verb in the main clause is also the subject of the verb to which -dikten
baska is added.

Biitiin parasin1 sarf ettikten baska borca da girmis.
Besides spending all his money, he went into debt.

Cok kabiliyetli bir subay olduktan baska dort bes lisan da bilirmis.
Besides being a very capable officer, it seems he knows four or five languages.
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Verbal Roots

Under separate headings we have already dealt with changes in the basic concept of the verb root
by adding certain suffixes: -in for reflexive, -is for reciprocal action, -il for passive, -dir for
causative and -me for negative. These suffixes were added to verb roots.

Here we are going to deal with verbal roots obtained by adding certain suffixes to substantives,
adjectives, pronouns and adverbs.

It is not easy to give the sense-relation between a word and the verb roots derived from them. It is
not as simple as giving a general definition of the function of the suffixes. The resulting verb could
be any action that bears a relation to the word it derives from.

-le, -la
This is one of the most common ways of making verbal roots out of nouns.
tas stone taslamak to stone
su water sulamak to water
bas head baslamak to begin
el hand ellemek to touch or handle
ter sweat terlemek to sweat, perspire

It can be added to adjectives:

temiz clean temizlemek to clean
serin cool serinlemek to cool off
hafif  light hafiflemek to get light, to feel lighter

It can be added to adverbs:
yavas  Slowly yavaglamak to slow down

It can be added to words imitating certain sounds:

hor rattling sound horlamak to snore
¢in ringing sound ¢inlamak to make a ringing sound
in moaning sound inlemek to moan

Sometimes verb roots obtained by adding -le cannot be used in the form, but have other suffixes
added to them to form verb roots.

can life can-la-n-mak  to come to life

hos pleasant hos-la-n-mak  to be pleased with something
hasta  sick hasta-la-n-mak  to become ill

ev house ev-le-n-mek to marry

guzel  beautiful guzel-le-s-mek  to become beautiful

Although this is one of the most active suffixes, either in the simple -le form or the combined forms
(-len, -les), and though it may theoretically be added to almost any word in actual usage, not all
verbs so coined are in current usage.



