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Alphabet:

3

t

a
j

u

b

k

i

Consonant-Vowe Blends:

a
ba
ca
ca
da
fa
ga
ha
ja
ka
la
ma
na
pa
ra
sa
sa
ta
va
ya

Za

e
be
ce
ce
de
fe
ge
he
je
ke
le
me
ne
pe
re
se
se
te
ve
ye

VAS

|
o]
cl
Gl
di
fi
gl
hi
JI
ki
I
mi
ni
pI
rn
sI
]
tl
Vi
yli

YA

i
bi
ci
Gi
di
fi
gi
hi
ji
ki
li
mi
ni
pi
ri
S
si
ti
Vi
yi

Zi

bo
co
co
do
fo
go
ho
jo

ko

mo
no
[0]0)

ro

SO
to
VO
yo

Z0

b0
co
co
do
fo
go
ho
(o)

ko

mo
no
po

ro

sO
to
vO
yo

z0

bu
cu
cu
du
fu
qu
hu
ju

ku

mu
nu
pu

ru

su
tu
vu
yu

Zu

b
cu
cu
di
fa
gu
hi
ju

kil

mu
nu
pu

rd

st
tu
vUu
yu

zUu



Note:

Word Lists
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These word lists are provided for you to work on pronunciation. There has been no attempt to make
them comprehensive. The choice and number of words (especially in the consonant lists) does not
reflect the frequency or difficulty of the sounds they contain. In some cases the meanings are
included; thisis only for those who are curious, not for memorization! It isaways unwiseto try to
use new words unless you have learned them in a sentence and have checked their appropriate use
with a native speaker. Some of the words are old or used only in rural areasor in avery limited
context, so do not use them without consulting with your language helper. (The 2000 Common Words

can also be used for variety in pronunciation practice.)

Vowels-1

a

abla
abone
acaba
acl
acik
adam
agac
akmak
aksam
algak
aliskanhk
amag
ana
arazi
arzu

e

benzer
erik
bes
eczane
efendi
Ege
egemenlik
eski
ergin
erken
hece
hemen

older sister
subscription/subscriber
| wonder

pain

open

man

tree
to flow
evening

low

habit

purpose, object, aim
main, mother (old word)
land, real estate

wish, desire

resemble (-ing)
plum

five

drug store
master, lord, sir
Aegean
kingdom, rule
old

mature, ripe
early

syllable
immediately

ayakkabl
ayran
ayrilik
asag!
danisman
damga
pazar
Anadolu
yazar
ahir
dayanak
bat
kaplica

leke
recete
renklemek
ezberlemek
evrensdl
esenlik
delilik
belgesel
bencil
belediye
keske
kesfetmek

shoe

yogurt drink
separation

below

consultant

stamp (not for letter)
bazaar, Sunday
Asian part of Turkey
writer

barn, stable, animal pen
support

west

hot springs bath, spa

stain, spot
prescription

to color

to memorize
universa
wholeness, hedlth, peace
madness, insanity
documentary
selfish
municipality

| wish

to discover
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sinif
sinirhi
siki
sikintili
kivircik
kithk
thlamur
kiyma
kiskang
kilig
kisa
Kizilay

I

birinci

ikinci

Mlis
icmek

iceri

icki
silmek
istemek
dinlemek
dinleyici

o

obur
oturmak
otomobil
orman
oyuncak
domuz
domates
dosya
dostluk
dokunmak
dogru

class, grade, classroom
limited

tight(ly)

troubled

lettuce

famine

linden (tea)

ground meat
jealous, envious
sword

short

center of Ankarg;
Red Crescent relief

agency

first

second

Satan

to drink (including soup,
medicine); to smoke

inside

alcohol (liquor)

erase

to want

to listen

listener

gluttonous
to git, tolive
automobile
forest

toy

pig

tomato
folder
friendship

to touch
correct, toward

kiymetli
cirtlgiplak
mirtl miril
kilavuz
bigak
ilica
irkgihik
Isitmak
Ispanak
Izgara
Kirmizi

dirilmek
piring
pilic
kibrit
Kibirli
minicik
bilim
Ziyaret
fildisi
sivrisinek

dogum
dogal

yonca
konuk

komsu
koltuk
kolonya
hoca
dogu
toz

valuable, precious

stark naked
grumbling
guide

knife

hot spring
racism

to warm, heat
spinach

grill, grilled
red

toreturnto life

rice, brass

young chicken

match (i.e. matchstick)
haughty, proud

tiny

science

visit

ivory

mosguito

birth

natural

clover

guest (staying at your
home)

neighbor

chair (stuffed)
cologne

teacher (old, respectful)
east

dust



0O

OzUr
obir
olim
bolim
dordunci
kéta
ogrenci
gol

kose
doner
dosenmek
dévmek
bocek
bolge

u

bucuk
zullim
un
Ulus
uyumak
ucuz
uzun
kus
mutlu
kum
kugu
kutu
kuzu
kurutizim
yukarl

excuse

the other (usually in series)

death

chapter, department
fourth

bad, evil

student

lake

corner (street)

meat turning on a spit
to be furnished

to beat, flog

insect, bug

region, zone

half

persecution

flour

old section of Ankara

to sleep
cheap
long
bird
happy
sand
swan
box
lamb
raisin
above

u (in old words also as U)

att

alka

anla
clnki
distinmek
gun
mustakil
mUteahhit
din

raya
Hulya
murekkep
duizen
[Gtuf

iron (for ironing)
ided

famous
because

to think

day
independent
contractor
yesterday
dream
female name
ink

order

grace

gbmlek
cOpl ik
sozcuk
tovbe
toren
yontem
S0zl ik
gok
gogus
gorusuriz
goélge
gozluk

kuru
kusur
Kurtarici
kumas
ruh
durak
duman
duvar
duygu
uygun
bugin
| Utuf

gul

curik
butdn
oddl
omur
gustl
kopra
gorasuruz
kurutizim
[Gzum
zullim
bugin
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shirt

garbage dump
word
repentance
ceremony
method, way
dictionary
sky

chest

WEe'll see you!
shadow

eye glasses

dry
mistake
savior

cloth

spirit

stop (bus stop, taxi stand)
smoke

wall

feeling
appropriate
today
grace

rose

rotten

all

price

life span

total ablution
bridge

WEe'l see you!
grape
necessity
persecution
today
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Pa

a

hala

kar

kagit
evlat
kéhya
lde
hakim
ikametgéh

still (compare to 'hala,'aunt’)
profit (compare to 'kar','snow’)
paper

child (especially adopted)
administrator, steward

tulip

judge

place of residence

mekan
|&civert
kafir
kéfi
teda

location, place

deep blue

pagan, infidel

enough

May he be praised. (said by
religious Muslimsin the
construction 'Allah tedl &)
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Vowels- 2

The following word lists for vowels (originally from a different source, hence the different format)
classify the words according to where the vowel falls. A closed syllable is onein which the vowel is
"closed in" by a consonant at the end: the 't' closesin the'a’in 'hat'. An open syllable, then, isonein
which the vowel isnot closed in; it isthe last letter of the syllable. A vowel asthelast |etter in aword
(final position) isatype of open syllable, but sometimes its pronunciation varies slightly since no

other lettersfollow it in the word.

a

In Open Syllables: In Closed Syllables: In Final Position:
acaba az amca

ama bakan boya

ates bas fayda

bazi cam hafta

havuz cevap hasta

e

In Open Syllables: In Closed Syllables: In Final Position:
acele ates bale

benim ben ense

beyaz bes iste

cevap bez meze

deniz ev ne

I

In Open Syllables: In Closed Syllables: In Final Position:
kisa bakim adi

kisim hanim alti

tanimak kis ayni

yikamak kiz boyaci

bigak yakin tipki
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I

In Open Syllables:
bilet

bizim

diye

fiyat

gise

o

In Open Syllables:

yogurt
hosaf
politik
cocuk
porsuk

5

In Open Syllables:

borek
doviz
gorasmek
komur
kose

u

In Open Syllables:

bulut
hukuk
kulak
tuhaf
uyumak

0

In Open Syllables:

bufe
btytmek
butdn
diduk
guve

In Closed Syllables:

benim
bin
ciftci
dil

dis

In Closed Syllables:

kdlot
pantalon
ot

mor
varos

In Closed Syllables:

doénmek
gok

goz

koy

on

In Closed Syllables:

bucuk
bulmak
but
buz
cocuk

In Closed Syllables:

bisbitun
din
dinya
dismek
gun

In Final Position:

hani
Kisi
sahi
taksi
mavi

In Final Position:

0
puro

pipo
komposto
oto

In Final Position:

does not occur

In Final Position:

bu
havlu
kuzu
su
suclu

In Final Position:

ortu
pardesii
sutcu
utt
yuzi
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Sound Contrast Drills (vowels)

a *
ayna
kap!
kiza *
adami
cikmak

a

bal
savmak
sargl

an
sacmak
yanmak
sl
calismak

cakmak

I

tip
kil
kir
Kin
sinir
sargl
dis
thk
¢Ig

)

kor

on
olmak
donmak
koy

u

kul

kur

un

dus
durmak
uc
susmak
us

oldu

| *
ayni
kapa
kizi *

adama
cakmak

e

bel
sevmek
sergi

en
secmek
yenmek
sel
celismek
cekmek

I

tip
kil
Kir
Kin
sinir
sergi
dis
ilik
Gig

0]

kor

on
0lmek
dénmek
koy

u

kil

kar

un

dus
dirmek
uc
siismek
Us

oldi

* Pay particular attention to the differencein
these two sounds when they fall at the end of a
word. (We tend to “lazily” say both sounds the
sameway.) For extra practice, you can use any
noun that has 'a’ or 1’ in its final syllable, and
add an 'a’ ending ('to'), or an’1’ ending
(definite object), as in the example of 'kiz'.
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Pronunciation Drills on Consonants

The best way to get the pronunciation right is by listening, listening, listening, and practicing,
practicing, practicing. Y ou can learn to say aword correctly without realizing why a certain sound in
one word is dlightly different than the 'same' sound in another. For some people, abit of explanation
helps:

The eight vowelsin Turkish are divided into two groups:. front vowels (a,1,0,u; clue: 'a’ goes with
the undotted vowels), and back vowels (e,i,0,U; clue: 'e goes with the dotted vowels). Thisis
primarily important in choosing endings according to vowel harmony, but it also often affects the
pronunciation of the surrounding consonants. The'*" before a consonant shows that is next to a back
vowel, as you can see from the spelling of the word. Occasionally, asin the word 'kéfi’, words of
foreign origin don't follow thisrule, and their pronunciation can be alittle more difficult.

These lists are headed with 'C'sand '-'s. 'C' means 'consonant' and '-' means 'vowel', so /-kC-/
means you are working on words with a'k' sound in which the 'k’ is preceded by avowel and followed
by a consonant and another vowel.

Ic-/ [-¢-/ /-¢/

cabuk bucuk geg

Gigek Gigek guc

cekmek bigak hig

curik icin ihrag

cocuk secim pabuc

J-Cg-/ /-cC-/ /-Cg/

bekgi gegcmek geng

alci bicmek piring

ilce guclu parca
icmek salca

J-cC-/ /-CCc¢/

kacta ciftci

suclu

d

nd/ /d/

dilim duymak

din dalmak

donmek



[{®]¢

h (asthefinal letter of asyllable)

g/
gayet
gaz
sigorta
yorgun

I-§-1
degil
degismek
begenmek
eger
diger

sIgir

asag!
bagimsiz
cagirmak

I-§C-1
Beyoglu
dogmak
dogramak
igne
digme
eglenmek
ogrenmek

I-§/
sag
tereyag
yag

bahce
sehpa
ehliyet
ihtiyar
zahmet
ahlak
mahkeme
ihracat
Mahmut
Allah

gl
gibi
gise
gece
gec

kagit
agabey
saganak
saga
sogan
Erdogan
ogul
yogurt

dogru
yaglica
yagmur
bugday
ugramak
baglamak
saglik

kahve
sahte
mahkdm
sahne

ruh
bahtiyar
sahte
bahsetmek
Ahmet
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/k/
kirk
kum

kag

k-1
kabak
kirk
kismak
koltuk

kolay

/kC-/
kredi
krem
krista
krom

/-CKkC-/
kalkmak
korkmak

K-/
kagit
kése
kendi
kim
kose

[-NkC-/
becerikli
degisiklik
eksik
ikmal
mektep

[-~"kC/

lUks
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/-k-/
bakan
bakim
hukuk
okumak
yaka

[-kC-/
bakmak
demokrat
doktor
hakl
makbuz

[-Ck/
denk
fark
hak

[-"NK-/
bereket
fakilte
hékem
hakim
felaket

[-CNk-/
erkek
eski
hinkar
mevki
mimkon

I"kCC-/
eektrik

INk/

kira  dukkan
kicuk hikaye
kafi  Kkétip
kose kagit

I-k/
ayak
balik
bigak
bucuk
hak

[-Ck/
aski
balkon
banka
birkag
fevkalade

/-kk-/
ayakkabi
bakkal
dikkat
hakkinda
muhakkak

[-~Nk/
borek
buyUk
gok
pek
yuk

[-C™k/
ilk

kirk
renk

[-NKkNK-/
demek ki
tesekkar



-/
lokma
lort
losyon

[-1-/
pahall
bulut
sdata
salon

[-IC/
bulduk
kalmak
yolculuk

/-l/
nasil
yol
okul
pedd
bol

ICI-/

yanlis
musluk

anlamak

[-11-/
sallamak
yollamak

M-/
lira
[Uzum
lezzet
[Utfen
lokanta

[N/
ilim
uzdalar
mesde
pilav

[-NC/
bilmek
gulmek
gelmek
Olmek

[
degil
bulbdl
el
kabul
Kema

[CA -/
evli
onlik
mdoble

[N -/
milli
belli
eler
tellal

/CA™ -/
plg
plak
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n

"n/
niyet
nufus
nem
nobetci

In/ + [kl or /MK/

renk
banka

Ip-/
pabug
pahall
pamuk
pek
pencere

IpC-/
pla
plak
profesor

/-CpC-/

surpriz

Ir-/
rica
rizgar
riza
ruh
raf

[Cr-/
kristal
fren
trup
tras
krom

[-rCC-/
ettirtmek
guldurtmek
aylirtmak
apartman

[-p-/
ipek
kapak
kapi
rapor
vapur

[-pC-/
kopru
Opmek
tipki
toplamak
toprak

[-r-/
biraz
curdk
merak
kuru
borek

/[-Cr-/
Kibrit
kopru
adres
Avrupa

[-CCr-/
antrenman
kompres
telgraf
antrakt

In/

numara

nane

noter

Ankara

denk

I-p/
cevap
corap
harap
kap
kup

ICp-/

arpa

karpuz
sampiyonluk

[-r/
demir
madar
hazir

memur
buhar

[-rC-/
bitirmek
strmek
hersey
ayirmak
durmak

[-rC/
Tork
dort
kirk
kork



"t/
tiyatro
tuttin
tembel
torun

It-1
tabak
takdim
tek
toprak
tay

[-tC-/
atmak
etraf
[Gtfen
mthis
nobetci

It/
tip
tutam
tam

[-t-/
ates
bitin
gazete
netice
att

/[-Ct/
Bulent
dort
ust
yogurt

[-t/
bulut
sut
hububat
kat
kibrit

[-Ct-/
eniste
firtina
gostermek
hafta
istifa
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ItC-/
tramvay
tras

tren
trup

[-CtC-/
ayirtmak
bosaltmak
bunaltmak
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Double Consonants and Vowels

These are tricky, but they need not be difficult! In English, the pronunciation does not change when
thereis adouble consonant (as opposed to a single one) in the middle of aword. However, double
consonants ar e pronounced separately if they are in different words. We need to put this "double"
pronunciation into Turkish words that have double lettersin the middle. Y ou don't exactly say them
as two separate letters, but when you say it properly, there's alittle stop after the first one that puts a
"hiccup” into the word. Here are afew examples of double consonantsin English, where the effect is
similar:

kk - likein'sick cow', not likein 'sick owl'

tt - likein 'hot tea, not like in "haughty’

pp - likein 'Tamp post'

I - likein'full life

nn - likein'in need'

Consonants

bb

tibbi medical

tesebbds initiative

cc

tevecciih consideration, favor

museccel registered

¢¢

Mihaliggik village in the province of Eskisehir

dd

cadde big street, avenue reddetmek to refuse, reject
madde matter ciddi serious

iddia assertion, clam hiddet anger, rage
siddet violence

muddet time

ff

seffaf transparent teneffiis respiration,
affetmek toforgive school recess
iffet chastity telaffuz pronunciation
hh

sthhi sanitary

sthhat health

taahht contract

Sthhiye area of Ankara



kk
ayakkabl
Kirikkale
Pamukkale
tekke
tesekkdrler
Canakkale
murekkep

[l
ozellikle
nallamak
sallamak
teselli

ballandirmak

Allah
zavalli
milli
bolluk
ballibaba

mm
mikemmel
emmek

hammadde

nn
anne
beyanname
ninni

rr
cerrah

mikerrer
muderris

Ss
mufessir
mimessi
hassas

9
mubessir
mukassa

tt
Hacettepe
muttefik
hatta
mifettis

shoe

city in Central Anatolia
city in the Aegean Region
dervish lodge

thanks

city in the Aegean Region
ink

especialy

to shoe (a hoofed animal)
to wave, to wag

comfort

to praise extravagantly
God

poor, pitiful

national

fullness

dead nettle

perfect
to suck
raw materia

mother
declaration
good night song

surgeon

Hakkari
hakkinda
bakkal
muhakkak
dikkat

kullanmak
kolluk
kalltk
millet

dli
Sokullu
yollamak
belli

emmi
Muammer

cennet
cehennem

repeated (used for repeated paragraphsin laws)

teacher

commentator (of the Kur'an)

representative
sensitive

the one who brings good news

asolvent for mucus (medical expression)

name of auniversity in Ankara

aly
even, moreover, besides
inspector
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city in Eastern Anatolia
about

grocer; grocery store
absolutely

attention

to use

cuff, armband

ash tray

nation

fifty

street and area of Ankara
to send, send off

definite, obvious

Uncle (in rural areas)
male name

paradise, heaven
hell
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v
tasavvuf
evvel

yy
muayyen
tayyar
heyye
Tayyibe

zz
izzet
Muazzez
muazzam

Vowels

aa
insaat
maas
Saat
Ziraat
itaat
cemaat

ee
muteessir

i
siir
fiil
Siirt

00
kooperatif

Sufi mysticism
before

fixed

plane

yes (used in rural areasinstead of evet)
female name

glory
female name

important

construction miracaat
wage musaade
watch, hour kiraathane
agriculture faaliyet
obedience

congregation, assembly

influenced

poem
verb
city in southeastern Turkey

cooperative

application
permission
tea/coffee house
activity
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Consonantsthat Change (when an ending with a vowel is added)

k e g

ayak ayag! foot
bacak bacag! leg
kopek kopegi dog
balik bahgi fish
mutfak mutfagi kitchen
ocak ocag! stove
gomlek gomlegi shirt
ucak ucag! airplane
yemek yemegi food
dudak dudagi lip
ekmek ekmegi bread
kulak kulag! ear
erkek erkegi male
bardak bardag! glass
fistik fistigi pistachio nut
cocuk cocugu child
kasik kasig spoon
yastik yastigi pillow
t*"d

tat tadi taste
cesit cesidi kind, type
yurt yurdu dorm

art ardi back, back part
p'b

gorap corabi sock
dolap dolabi cupboard
kasap kasabi butcher
kitap kitabi book
gazap gazabi wrath
gdip galibi victory
¢ e

genc genci youth
tac tacl crown
agac agacl tree
amag amaci purpose
borg borcu debt

kil kilici sword



Pronunciation Helps, p. 20
Sentences (for much later on when you're able to handle such a mouthful!)

For practice off "'a' and "'1"* sounds

Bazi ayakkabilar ayaga sikinti verir.

Kizilay'dan thlamur, 1spanak, kivircik ve kiyma aldim.
Danismanim bicak kullanma aliskanhgini birakmis.

Acaba kaplicada cirilgiplak bir kilavuza rastladin mi1?

Bati Anadolu’daki ahirimizda yazin aksamlari ayran yapardik.

For practiceof "€" and "i" sounds

Ege bolgesindeki minik ergin erik yetistirilir mi?
Efendim, belediyenin belgesal dizisini izlediniz mi?
Keske eczaneden recete erken gelse!

Kibirli dinleyici piring pilavi ve pili¢ istemis.

Bencil bilimciler hicbir sey kesfedemezler.

For practiceof " 0" and " 8" sounds

Tuz Golune ¢op dokulGyor.

Tdvbekar olmayan koti 6lumin bosluguna diisecek.

Obur konuk koltuga aromali yonca kolonyasini dokt.
GozIUklh 6grencinin dosyasinin Gzerindeki dénere dokunma.
Dordlnct dogu bolgesindeki dogal ormanlarda ¢cok domuz var.

For practiceof "u" and " (" sounds

Bugiin Ugur miudure ugrayacak.

Bir buguk kutu blyik kurutzim Ulus'ta bulunabilir.
Dunkl ucuzluk durumunun hukuku yok.
Diikkaninizdaki dinki ucuzluk uzun stirmedi.
Gumrik mudard kusurlu bulundu.

For practice of doubled vowels and consonants
Cehennem’de siddet, cennette berrak bir huzur vardir.

Bu caddedeki bakkallar bilhassa lezzetli pizza satarlar.
Kirikkale'de muhakkak sanayi hammaddeleri kullanilir.
Matbaacidan mikemmel maas ummakla hata etti.

Daha evvelde zavalli bir ziraat¢i benim bir hatami affetti.

For practice of syllables ending with " h" sound
™eyh Ahmet'ten bahgeye kahve sehpasi aldim.
Ahbabim Mahmut sahte ehliyetten mahkdm oldu.
Ihtiyar oyuncu sahnede zahmetle duruyordu.

Ruh Mesih'te ahlak bahtiyarligina kavusur.
Mahkemede sahte i hracattan bahsedildi.
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TONGUE TWISTERS

These are actual Turkish tongue twisters. When you're far enough along to handle them, have fun!

8.

0.

™su kose yaz kosesi, su kose kis kosesi, ortada su sisesi.
Kartal kalkar dal sarkar, dal sarkar kartal kalkar.
Yogurdu sarmisaklasaktami saklasak, sarmisaklamasaktami saklasak?

Bir berber bir berbere gel beraber Berberistanda bir berber dikkani agalim demis.

Bir berber bir berbere bir derede bire berber beri gel demis. Hig bir berber bir berbere bir derede
bire berber beri gel dermiymis.

Al su takatukalari, takatukaciya gotir. Takatukaci takatukalar takatukatamam derse, takatukalari
takatukacidan takatukalatmadan geri getir.

/ki kel kor kirpinin yirtik kiirkiine disi kel kor Kirpinin yirtik kiirkiinti eklemisler.
O pikap, bu pikap, su pikap.

Kirk kup, kirkinda kulpu kirik kip.

10. ™emsi Pasa Pasajinda sesi buzlseseciler.

11. Halam Allah tarafindan hala korunuyor.

One of the longest words in Turkish:

Avrupalilastiramadiklarimizdanmissiniz.
(Apparently you are one of those we have not been able to Europeanize.)



